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No. 1. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Eduard Grey.—{Received January 3, 1910.) 


(No. 45. Africa.) * • 

® r * » nave l i. • Paris, December 31,1909. 

* i V 110 honour lo report that interpellations were put to the Government in 
tho Chamber yesterday bv MM. de Villebois-Mareuil and Jaurfea on the subject of tho 
Ethiopian Railway. Both these doputies took exception to the fact that M. Hollot, tho 
representative of the new company, had. at tho very time when the Government had 
stated that the Emperor Menelek approved tho eonvention (see my despatch No. 14, 
Africa, of tho 30th March last), signed a declaration, which was subsequently approved 
-V the Government, to the effect that tho Emperor would only he bound by the engage¬ 
ments signed by him. M. Jaures, in a speech of great violence, maintained that tho 
convention, the existence of which had been announced by the Government, in March, 
did not really exist, that it had not l>con accepted by the Emperor, and that tho French 
right of control had lieen contested and even suppressed. M. Jaures accused tho 
| •overament of having deceived Parliament and of having violated its prerogatives, by 
having modified a contract which had been approved by Parliament without consulting 
tho latter. He disclaimed, however, all sympathy with the original company, which ho 
declared to lx* composed of sliady intriguers. 

M. Trouillot, the Minister of the Colonies, pointed out in reply that M. Hallot had 
found himself confronted at Adis Ababa with considerable difficulties. Tho 
Abvssinians maintained that the works had not been executed within the stipulated 

e od, and the \ italien contract again came up for discussion. M. Hallot and Ras 
«nna then drew up two documents: the first, stating that Mcnelek could only ho 
bound by acts signed by himself ; the second, stating that the Vitalien contract 
remained unchanged. These documents were approved by the Freuch Government 
who. at the same time, expressly laid down that tho convention .could not be modified 
in so far as tlieir right of control was concerned. 

M. Pichon replied with some heat to the statements of M. Jaures. His Excellency 
was evidently, annoyed at a violent article which appeared in tho latter’s journal, 
LHuinanitc. yesterday morning, on the subject. His Excellency declared that he 
would no longer permit the Ministers of the Republic to l>c insulted bv the agents of a 
shady (“ ycreusc ) company, who had attempted by every means in their power to put 
obstacles in the way of the patriotic undertaking of France. He had had to fight with 
energy against the adversaries of tho convention, but the result ho had obtained must 
satisfy public opinion m spite of M. Jaures’ affirmations, for the right of France would 
not be infringed, and French control over the Abyssinian railways would remain 
intact. M. Jaures, as in Morocco, desired to internationalise the Jibuti Railway ; tho 
Government, on the other hand, desired the company to remain French. 

P'43] 1! 
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M. Pichon'a speech was warmly applauded, and after MM. f'aillaux, Doumer, and 
Dcschanel had made some observations in support of the Government the order of the 
day proposed by M. Jaures, blaming the policy of M. Picbon, was rejected bv 455 
votes to 81, and the order of the day approving the declaration of the Government 
was voted by 435 to 54. 

Tho account of the debate, extracted from the "Journal ofliciel " of to-day’s date, 
is enclosed herein.* 

I have, Ac. 

FRANCIS BERTIE. 


[477] 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 5.) 

S' r > . Downing Slrtcl. January 4, 1910. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Crowe to acknowledge tint receipt of your letters of 
the 18th December, the 20th December, and the 24th December, relating to the 

E sitjon of affairs on the southern frontier of Abyssinia anti the movements of 
r. Zaphiro. and to transmit to you, to be laid before Secretary Sir E. Grey, a copy of 
correspondence with the governor of the East Africa Protectorate, and a copy of a 
letter which lias boon addressed to the Treasury, with regard to the institution of a 
more complete and settled form of administration in the frontier districts. 

2. It will lie seen from the correspondence that the governor has made certain 
recommendations for instituting a form of administration along the frontier, and that 
his proposals, which are at present only in outline, have been recommended to the 
Treasury. 

3. I.ord Cl ewe considers that it is advisable that M r. Zaphiro should be granted 
four months leave of absence, as proposed in your letter of the 24th December, and 
that lie should receive full pay during this period. In replying to tho governor's 
proposals for the establishment of an administration, Lord Crewe proposes to impress 
u|ion him tho vnluc of Mr. Zaphiro's services in the |iast and the usefulness of his 
intimate knowledge of the frontier districts, tribes, and languages to the administration 
m the .future, and to request him to use even' endeavour to find some work in 
connection with tho new administration in which Mr. Zaphiro's services could bo 
employed. Although his Lordship is convinced that it would be a great loss to the 
administration if no place could lie found for Mr. Zaphiro, he feels hound to consider 
the possibility of its being found impracticable to employ him, and he therefore 
considers that it is advisable that Mr. Zaphi ro should he instructed not to resumo his 
official duties on the frontier until he receives orders to do so. 

4. With reference to the third,paragraph of Lord Herbert Hcrvcy's despatch 
No. 74 of the 18th November, I am to observe that, os the governor has now licen 
able to suggest a form of administration directly under his control, it is, in Lord 
Crewe s opinion, desirable that the officers on the frontier should henceforth receive 
their instructions direct from the governor, and not from the British legation at Adis 
Ahaha, though, of course every care will he taken to keep the legation fully and 
promptly informed of all that is done on the frontier, both directly and through the 
medium of the Foreign Office. 

5. W ith reference to the 4th paragraph or Lord llerlicrt Hcrvcy’s despatch 
No. 74 of the 18lh November, I am to inform you that there are at present no funds 
available from which the additional expenditure involved by Mr. Zaphiro's star at 
Adis Ababa with his witnesses can he met, but that, if an estimate can lie furnished 
of the additional expenditure and a statement of the importance of proving his 
accusations against Abyssinian raiders, the necessary representations will he made to 
the Treasury on the subject. 

I am, Ac. 

H. W. JUST. 


• Not printed. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 2. 


Goeernor Sir E. Girouard to the Earl of Crtur. 

(Telegraphic.) P. [Received November 15, 1909.] 

HAVING regard to opinion expressed by Gwynn in his memorandum enclosed in 
your confidential despatch of the 27th August, I consider that time has now come to 
supersede Zaphiro and substitute control by officers of this protectorate on the 
Abyssinian boundary. I regard this as essential, both fur administrative reasons and 
owing to the growing importance of trade in horses and cattle ; I suggest that frontier 
di-trict should ho formed with stations at Mora, Mnrsabit, and Fort Harrington. 
Zaphiro should not return to frontier. It is necessary to support llnrrott, who hns 
succeeded him, adequately. 1 linvc to request that tho War Office may ho asked to 
consent to tho resccondinent of Aylmer, who is at Moynle or Fort Harrington, for 
three months at least (sec my telegram No. 102 and previous correspondence). 


Enclosure 2 in No. 2. 

The, Earl of Crewe lo Governor Sir E. Girouard. 

(Telegraphic.) Downing Slreel, December 13, ICO!). 

YOUR telegram of the 15th November: Abyssinian boundary. Shall he glad to 
give careful consideration to any proposals which you may submit by despatch. 
Proposals should he explained in detail, and accompanied by estimate of cost and 
indication of manner in which cost is to lie met, for purpose of’ reference to Treasury. 
It appeals from despatch from Adis Ababa, dated the 3rd October, Zaphiro has 
already returned to frontier, and I consider that lie should continue his work there 
until new arrangements have liecn approved and made effective. Wnr Office will ho 
asked to exteud period of Aylmer's secondment so as to permit his remaining in East 
Africa for three months from the 20th January next 


Enclosure 3 in No. 2. 

Governor Sir E. Girouard to the Earl of Crewe. 

(No. 91. Confidential.) 

Mv Lord, Nairobi, November 22, 1909. 

IN confirmation of my cypher telegram or the 12th instant, I have the honour 
to address your hardship on the general question of our future policy on the 
Abyssinian liordor. 

2. It is clear from Major Gwynn's memorandum enclosed in your Lordship’s 
confidential despatch of the 27th August, that the time hns arrived when the problem 
of frontier administration must lie seriously taken in hand. I do not wish to minimise 
the valuable services rendered by Mr. Zaphiro or to underrate his ability in any way, hut 
it seems obviously necessary that lus work should now lie carried on by British officers, 
and the present nppears to lie an admirable opportunity for inaugurating n new 
system, more particularly as the nliaiidonnient of certain pretensions which he has 
advanced in regard to the boundary would place him in a somewhat unfortunate 
position were ho once more to he given charge of the districts affected. I would 
therefore suggest that on the termination of his leave of nhscnco his services should 
be utilized elsewhere. 

3. I would propose lo form a frontier district hounded roughly by Lakes Rudolf 
on tho west, Abyssinia on the north, and the Guaso Nyiro and Meru on the south. 
The eastern boundary towards Jubaland could be settled later when the effect of the 
new stations which I hope to establish in that province can lie gauged. For the 
administration of tile district four stations would be primarily necessary, Moynle, 
Fort Ilarringeoii. Marsabit, and a base and head-quarters at Meru. The choice of the 
latter is rendered desirable by the fact that it is at present and is likely to be for 
some time the source of all food supplies for Marsalnt, and presumably will he also 
for Fort Harrington. There will, however, have to he some readjustment of the 
boundaries of the present Mem Enibu districts in order to retain in the Kcnia Province 
as large a proportion as possible of the Kikuyu and kindred tribes. 
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4. The frontier district would bea separate entity, and tlic senior officer in charge 
would report direct to the secretariat. 

5. Our policy would be to work through the chiefs of the tribes along the 
boundary, strengthening and protecting those who are friendly to the Government, to 
watch the movements of Abyssinia ns and prevent them from raiding and shooting 
elephants on our side of the border. And to control and encourage the importation of 
livestock into the protectorate. 

6. I lay great stress on this latter point, as the germ of a very flourishing and 
profitable trade exists which is at present much hampered by the precautions which we 
are obliged to take in order to prevent the introduction of such highly contagious 
diseases us epizootic and ulcerative lymphangitis. Horses and mules .or" very 
expensive in the settled districts of the protectorate, anil a good supply of cheap and 
hardy animats from Abyssinia would be greatly welcomed. With this object in view 
I am asking for an additional assistant veterinary officer in next year's estimates, 
whoso duties would be to assist and supervise this trade. 

7. As regards personnel, wc have at present two capable officers at Marsabit and 
Moyalc in Mr. Archer mid Mr. Barrett. At Mora 1 should place a senior district 
commissioner, hut have not yet decidetl whom to npjtcint. The post at Fort Harrington 
and patrols in general should I think be found by the King’s African Rifles. 

8. Captain Aylmer, who is at present with Captain Barrett, is a very suitable 
officer for work of this kind, and I should lie very glad if his services 'would be 
retained for a tirno, at any rate, as requested in my telegram referred to above. 

9. I have received no reports as yet ns to the progress made by Mr. Barrett, 
but hopo to do so shortly. He is supposed to be at Moyalc, but may be further to the 
west. 

10. I should lie glad to receive at an early date an expression of your Lordship's 
views on the whole question of boundary administration, ns I feel convinced that the 
establishment of strict control in these regions is of immediate necessity, and will have 
very far-reaching and beneficial effects. 

I have, Ac. 

E. 1*. C. GIROUAR1). 


Enclosure 4 in No. -. 

Colonial Office to Treasury. 

Sir, Doicning Street, January 4, 1910. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Crewe to transmit to you, to la- laid l.cforc the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, a copy of correspondence with the Governor of 
the East Africa ITotcctomte relating to the position of allairsonthoboundary between 
Abyssinia and the protectorate, and copies of two reports by Major C. W. Gnynn, 
C.M G., D.S.O., B.E., tlm officer appointed to act as the British Commissioner for the 
delimitation of the boundary. 

Lord Crewe is satisfied that the time has come when the tcni|H>rary arrange¬ 
ments which, as their Lordships nre aware, have hitherto been made for exercising 
some sort of control in the frontier districts should be replaced by a more effective 
form of administration. Their Lordships arc aware generally, from representations 
which hove been mode to them in the past, how unsatisfactory is tho existing state of 
affairs, both from a political and from a financial point of view, and the numerous 
references mode in Major Gwyun's reports to tho desirability and necessity of 
instituting some suit of settled administration show lieyond doubt that action in this 
direction can no longer safely lie postponed. His ixirdship therefore proposes, with 
tile concurrence of the Lords Commissioners, to inform the governor that he approves 
generally of the outline of the system of administration proposed in his confidential 
despatch of the 92nd November, and to request him to furnish as detailed an estimate 
as possible of tho total additional cost involved, including political officers and any 
other staff which may be necessary in addition to the already authorised establishment 
of the protectorate. On the receipt of such au estimate, the detailed proposals will 
be laid before the lairds Commissioners for consideration in connection with the 
general financial position of the protectorate. 

I am, Ac. 

H. W. JUST. 


[715] 


it. Daeschner to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 7.) 


Ambassade de France, /.ondree, 

M. le Secretaire d’Etat, fr 5 janvier, 1910. 

LA Compagnie franco-ethiopionne du Chcrain de For do Djibouti a Addis-Ababa 
a fait savoir au Gouvernement de la Rcpubliquo quo lo Gouvernement dthiopien avait 
choisi M. Haile Mariam comma reprdsontant dthiopien dans lo consoil d’admiuistmtion 
de la nouvelle soeiete. 

Je suis charge de porter celto information A votro connaissanco, dans la ponsdo 
que le Gouvernement de Sa Majeste jugera, sans douto, le moment vonu do designer, 
A son tour, lo ddlegue anglais qui, aux tonnes do l'aceonl du 13 decembro, 1900, doit 
faire partie du conseil d'administration de la ditc soeiete. 

M. Paul Canibon avait d'ailleurs ontretenu verbalement votro Excellence do cotto 
eventualite au mois do juin dernier. Sa realisation proud maintenant un intdret plus 
pressant, pmsquc l'cntroprisp quelle concernc a vu tomlicr les dernieres resistances 
qui lui dtaieul opposdes on Ethiopia, ot qu'elle pout maintoiuuit poursuivre I'exdcution 
do ses travaux. 

Vcuilloz, Ac. 

E. DAESCHNER. 


1477] 


(No. 1.) 

- R 


No. 4. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Thesiger. 


_ ,. , , . Foreign Office, January 7, 1910. 

S r OHM Mr. Zaphiro that ho is granted four months’ leave on full pay, iu 
accordance with lus request reported in your telegram No. 39 of tho 21st December. 
He should not resume his official duties on tho frontier without further orders, as tho 
arrangements for the permanent administration of tho frontier have not vot boon 
definitely settled. 


[782] 


No. 6. 

Lord H. I/crcey to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 8, 1910.) 


(So. 78.) 

®' r ' _ . Adis Ababa, December 0, 1009. 

1 11A\ E the honour to report that the Abyssinian Government are very anxious 
to extend their telegraph service, and to effect this purpose have lately solicited tho 
co-operation of the Soudan and Somaliland Governments. 

Their proposal is to link up with Taufikia on the Nile by continuing their lino (at 
present used for telephone service only) from Gore through Gambola to tho frontier. 
The Soudan Government are inclined to look favourably on the scheme, and are taking 
steps for a preliminary survey to be made of the route from Taufikia to Gambola. 1 
understand, however, that before tho line could bo constructed, the governor-general 
would require the admission of Abyssinia to tlic International Telegraph Convention 
to be an accomplished fact 

Since the pourparlers which took place at the time of the onlry of Abyssinia into 
the Postal Union I am not aware what further steps may have been taken, but I 
mmht mention tliat in the mcantimo tho telegraph service from Adis Ababa to llarrar 
and Diredawn has greatly improved, and is now quite satisfactory. The Abyssinian 
Director of Posts anil Telegraphs has approached me several times on tho subject of 
the proposed new lines, and has promised an efficient administration, attended to by 
non-Abyssinian officials where necessary. * 

If his projects materialise, the Abyssinian Government would also extend their 
line from Unrrar through Jigjiga to the frontier of British Somaliland. Tho estab- 
Ushment of this line would be of considerable 'oenefit to ourselves, inasmuch as 
Jigjiga, being a garrison town, troops could be promptly dispatched to chock 
Abyssinian raids over the frontier as soon as notified. 

[1745] C 
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Some opposition to the admission of Abyssinia lo the International Telegraph 
Convention may ho expected from Italy, who will be naturally desirous of maintaining 
her monopoly of telegraphic communication with the outside world, but their neces¬ 
sarily interested motives should not lie lost sight of. 

In connection with the above, I would add that the Abyssinian postal service since 
the entry of Abyssinia into the union has immensely improved, so much so that the 
time seems to he approaching when, if special arrangements can be made for the 
through service of legation mails, the present legation courier service might be 
abandoned. I propose*, however, to leave this question for the further consideration 
of His Majesty's Minister on arrival. 

I have, Ac. 

HERBERT HERVEY. 


1783] No. 6. 

Mr. Theeiger lo Sir Edward Greg.—(Received January 8, 3910.) 

(No. 79.) 

Sir, Adie Alraba, December 17, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I was received on the 10th instant by 
Lij Yasu and the Regent Uas Tesainma, as the state of the Emperor's health would 
not atlow hint to receive me in person. I was accorded all the honours usual on such 
occasions according to local custom, and on the following day I visited the principal 
Abyssinian dignitaries. 

Only the usual compliments were exchanged, and it will, I am afraid, be some 
months yet before the condition of alTairs here permits of any questions being treated 
with any hope of Anal settlement. 

It appears certain that the Emperor is dying, and that there is no elianco of his 
ever recovering sufficient consciousness to deal with any business himself, and even if 
ho were to die to-morrow it will he somo months before the (iovernment is reorganised 
sufficiently to deal with foreign politics, ns their attention must for somo timo be devoted 
ontiroly to home atTnirs. 

From all accounts it would seem that the danger of disturbances in the capital 
has decreased very much of late, and the perpetual rumours of the Emperor's death 
have taught the authorities to deal with any crisis which may arise, and at the same 
time have accustomed the people to the idea of his death. 

There will probably he disturbances in the provinces, but I cannot say as yet what 
form they are likely to take, and opinions arc very divided as to what lino of action the 
Queen is likely to pursue. 

I believe, however, that I am safe in reporting that there is a great improvement 
in the situation as compared with Hint of a few months ago,and that the probabilities of 
the peaceful succession of Lij Yasu are steadily increasing. 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[477] No. 7. 

Sir Edward Grey lo Mr. Theeiger. 

(No. 4.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 11, 1910. 

WITH reference to Lord n. Hervey's despatch No. 74 of the 18th November 
and previous correspondence, I transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter from the 
Colonial Office relative to the southern frontier of Abyssinia.’ 

I concur in the Earl of Crewe's opinion, as expressed in paragraph i of this 
letter, that it is desirable that the British officers on the frontier should henceforth 
receive their instructions direct from the Governor of British East Africa. 

I also request that you will furnish me with the estimate and statement asked for 
in the last paragraph of the letter. 


So.!. 


I am, Ac. 

E. GREY. 
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I477j 8- 

Foreign Office lo Colonial Office. 

Sir Foreign Office, January 11, 1910. 

WITH reference to your letter of the till instant, rclatiic to the southern frontier 
of Abyssinia, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, copies of a tclogram anil a 
despatch which have been addressed to llis Majesty's Minister at Adis Ababa on this 
subject,® . . 

I am to add that Sir E. Grey entirely concurs in the Earl of Crewos opinion as 
to the advantage of retaining Mr. Zaphiro's services in the administration of the 
frontier if a place can be found for him. 

I am, Ac. 

W. LANGLEY. 


H414] No. 9. 

The Marguit di San Qiuliana lo Sir Edward Grey.—{Received January 13.) 
(Translation.) 

Si,, Italian Embauy, London, January 8, 1910. 

WITH reference to previous corres]»ndeuce on the subject onding with the notes 
which vou'wero good onough to address to Count de Boedari under date of tho 17th 
and 19th May last, I have the honour to inform you that the French Ambassador In 
Romo has again, on behalf of his Government, invited tho Italian Government to 
appoint a representative of their own ou tho board of directors of the company for tho 
Adis Ababa Railway. 

Tho Italian Government would now lie glad to know whether the British Govern¬ 
ment hnvo recoivod a similar invitation ; what reply, if any, they have returned; and 
wlial attitude they have taken up as regards the dispositions contained in tho last 
paragraph of article 7 of tile Franco-Elhiopian Convention of the 30th January, 190S. 

Those dispositions, which confirm implicitly the toll, demurrage, and transit dues 
for merchandise on all tho roads of penetration, with the exception of the railway, are 
contrarv. not only to the spirit of the agreement between the three Bowers of tho 13th 
December, 1900, but also to the letter of tho Itnlo-Ethiopiau Treaty of Commerce, 
which guarantees to Italian mercliandise a siugle customs duty of 10 per cent., which 
shall cover the toll, demurrage, and transit dues now existing. 

The Italian Government have not replied to the step taker, by tile French 
Ambassador, as thoy intend to act in agreement with the British Government ns 
regards everything which relates to the protection of their common commercial 
interests. 

In thanking you in advance for the communications which you may be good 
enough to make to mo in the matt. r. I have, Ac. 

A. m SAN GIULIANI). 


[41656] No-10. 

Foreign Office lo Colonial Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 18, 1910. 

I AM dins:ted by Secretary Sir E. Grey to state, for tho information of the 
Secretary or State for tho Colonies, that he has read with much interest Major Gwynn’s 
report on tho work of tho Anglo-Abvssinian Boundary Commission, 1908-9, forwarded 
in vour letter of tho 12th November last. 

Sir E Grev lias noted with great satisfaction the ability with which tho ineinliers 
of the commission carried out the duties entrusted to them, and lie lias been especially 
impressed by the very efficient leadership and admirable energy displayed throughout 

• Nva. 4 and 7. 





1)J Major Gtvynn. who lias fully sustained the reputation he gained bv his work on 
the Soudan-Abyssinian Boundary Commission in 11)02-3. 

Sir E. Grey has also been gratified to observe Major Gwynn’* testimonv to the 
valuable services rendered by M. Zaphiro. The reports received from His Majesty's 
representatives during the four vears that that officer lias been working on the frontier 
have shown bow good bis work has been, and Sir E. Grey feels that the greatest credit 
is due to him for Ins conduct of a very difficult and often delicate situation. 

I am, &c. 

W. LANGLEY. 


[1414] No. n. 

Sir Edvard Grey to the Morquio di San Giuliana. 

1 our Excellency, Foreijn Office, January 2*. 1910. 

of llrLb P > °r,' r " ot ®, of tlu ' Slh instant relative to the apiKiintment 

of British and Italian delegates on the administration of the Jibuti-Adis Ababa 
Kail way, I have the honour to state that His Majesty's Government have received an 
the'boar'! fr ° D> th ° 0overamenl of lho Republic to nominate their representative on 
Majesty’s Govermnent have replied that the matter does not appear to them 

^r^S'^r 0 "' oy ,herefore i ’ ropos< ' ,o defer makin « 

of . ,,l ° “ ,itud e Of His Majesty’* Government in respect of article 7 

of the Franco-Ethiopian Convention of the 30th January, 1808, I have the honour to 
'•: r r ( ,r' r f -* c ;' Uenc y thal ^i***/'* Government have nothing to add to the 
a V ,h„ir f " 0t ° ,ho . 17th M " y . They remain, as then, prepared to 

gm their most careful consideration to any proposal formulated by your Excellencv’a 
Vi'"™" 1 '",' for ‘^Purpose "i securing for all line* of commercial penetration into 
accorded *° ,he iincs ° f 

I liave, Ac. 

E. GREY. 


12426] No . ,g. 

(No 8->) Mr ' n "' ! " Sir Ed,ra " t Orey.—{Received January 2C, 1910.) 

^' r ‘ went i . , Adit Ababa, December 31,1000. 

O ,, It , h " h' L '“ , ' rnl Pp s ! t,on of nlr “ ira in Abyssinia, I have the honour to 

miort that owing to the serious condition of the Emperor everything is at a standstill. 
measureT,Tt 5° ,ako .'‘"- v responsibility for any new administrative 

; r, r ,"i' f ," dectwon in any pending question. The influence of the 

11,1 to tlio extension of European influence, and makes itself felt in every 
question between the various legations and the local Government. The injustice and 
favouritism which she has displayed in internal affairs have added very much to her 
u npopu lar,ty.and it seems certain that her power will cease on the Emperor's death 
favourable r f.I» rts ' ,hls "1“/ f cur at any moment, while under the meat 

month “ “ 1 hls ll,e c “" « ar “ly bo prolonged for more than two or three 

I he general opinion is that the danger of any serious disturbances in the capital 
on Ins decease is now passed. The frequent reports that the Emperor was dead have 

I222E?*? **?? ,0 . t . lie ldea ’ .“ nd ,ll< ; nature of his illness has given the 

authorities tune to take all precautions. Popular as the Emperor has always icon, bis 
death will now be regarded by the majority of the administrative and 'commercial 
classes ns a relief from the stagnation and uncertainty which have perforce spread over 
every branch of local life during bis long illness. 

In the outlying provinces it is less easy to declare what effect Menelik's death may 
have. Certain ol the important chiefs will probably endeavour to secure a huger share 
ot power in one way or another, and for a time a still greater disregard of orders from 
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the capital may be expected, but this need not necessarily imply open rebellion or 
signify any danger of the break-up of Abyssinian unity. So far as concerns European 
interests, the attitude of these provinces has no immediate interest, and can, with the 
exception of the Harrar district, be left for future observation. 

In Harrar itself I consider the danger of any outbreak lias been greatly decreased 
by the order to Dejaz Balcha to coine to the capital. This order, which was issued last 
week, is probably the result of the incessant complaints which have been made against 
his administration for some three years |>ast, both by this legation and by the local chiefs 
and soldiers, who are strong adherents of the family of the late lias Mukiman and have 
always resented the appointment of the Dejar. Match, Balcha owes the retention of bis 
power solely to the influence of the Queen, and his hostility to Eurojieaus and to their 
commercial interests in Harrar was certainly supported by, even if it cannot bo 
attributed, as regards its origin, entirely to, this quarter, British interests have suffered 
considerably by the maladministration of the Harrar districts, both politically by tlio 
non-settlement of long-standing claims of British-protected natives on the frontier and 
commercially by the unjust restrictions and extortionate demands imposed upon 
commerce in general, both of which questions I have already made a subject of protest 
here, anti 1 hope to make the arrival of Dejaz Balcha an opportunity for securing some 
redress on these points. 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED G, THESIGER. 


[715] 


Sir Edvard Grey to M. Cambon. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office, January 20, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of M. Daeachnor's note of tlio 
6th instant relative to the appointment of a British delegate on tlio lioard of tlio 
Fran co-Ethiopian Railway Company. 

I have the honour to inform your Excellency, in reply, that there does not appear 
to His Majesty's Government to lie any urgent used for the nomination of a British 
director, and they therefore propose to defer making the appointment for the present. 

1 desire to take this opportunity of requesting your Excellency to convey to tlio 
Govermnent of the Republic the thanks of His Majesty’s Government for their readiness 
to give cITcct to article 7 of the Tripartite Agreement of the 13th December, 1906. 

I have, Ac. 

E. GREY. 


[3239] No. 14. 

Mr. Thesiger to S>r Edward Grey. — (Received January 28.) 

(No. 1. Confidential.) 

8ir, Adis Ababa, January (1, 1010. 

WITH reference to the question of the railway, I have the honour to report that, 
in spite of French assertions to the contrary, I believe the final settlement is still far 
from being an accomplished fact. 

There seems no doubt that the Abyssinian Government will insist on having full 
control of the line from the frontier to the capital, and the letter signed by M. Ballot 
and ratified by the lioard of directors of the company, which was forwarded in Lord 
Herbert llcrvcy’s despatch No. 75 of the 27th November, 1909, will give them ample 
excuse to delay all work until the French Government recognises the Abyssinian 
claim. 

When Lord Herbert Ilervey's despatch was written, it appeared that M. Brice 
had informed the local Government that bis Government accepted the agreement 
made by M. llallot in this letter, thus acknowledging that any contract concluded 
between the French Government and the company, could not be held as binding as 
regarded the construction and management of the line in Ethiopian territory. In 
[1745] D 
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were t0 retain entire control orer the 90 kilnm 

utt.»r„ s ^\“r that ' rtthout - =—«“ ^ & * 

vuJulTT* ,l,0rcf0 r. fo , r . ,he F , rcncl ' '"ration here either to overcome or to (ret 
round tho Abyssinian objection to the virtual eontrol being in French hands. 

„„„„ A . fter hi - 8 , f r rn ' cr nss »rnnce. such a vaguo statement as this tan onlv lie looked 

occu^^hr^ 

— —•« «J 

•hi. 

~ntJ?r o "erThc wh.l'line ' 1 'h ""'?' 1 '-''- of , rejecting the claim of France to have 
wise one Z IZ^Znt ^ & S^OoTrit'ot 

as .sung in accordance with our desire to nutinUin^ in^y ofTh/^ ”" 1 

i5=iiWt^iS'3 

wbi C li this lu>M h.o l , * stem of AbjMinian Government, the influence, 
utilised to paralyse all eiLts°theM&HrTt^/cov^u rni^t mate £ 

or ,o esubluh a <•“«"«——*>re 

r.S s ^ 

r uS„«u saw^a 'Mttrsrs.'t: 

gpSliliiS 

Ssra£^ 54 ^ttsna&: 

railway policv in “ ] obl, 8 ,,1 '°n to support tho present French 

JSSSK&Hi 


sohd front of European opinion, was destroyed by M. Klobukowski fn the beginning 
for his own ends, while as regards tho relations between the three legations it has never 
really had any existence in the eyes of the French Ministers at Adis Ababa and has 
merely served to hamper the other two legations, between whom there is, and has 
always been, the most perfect accord. 

I would therefore suggest that the Tripartite agreement should bo allowed to 
remain in the disuse into which it has fallen ami that tho British legation should, 
without entering into any campaign against the French railway policy, be perfectly 
£r m ^ ( r. h0 . E ^" 0I, i" n Government as to the danger of allowing the railway 
from the frontier to the capital to lie in the hands i.r a foreign Government, and at the 
same time supporting any scheme which would prevent this danger and offer a fair 
guarantee for equal commercial advantages to all nations. 

, „ It 1* quite possible that such action might postpone indefinitely tho completion 
of the railway hut this would bo infinitely less harmful than the other alternative. 

I have, 4c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[3240) 


No. 15. 


™ 0 ., J Lor ‘ l H - Hcrrey to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recited January 29.) 

If ’ WITH . , .... Ad ’’ dbaia. January 7, 1910. 

, , 11 1 rl fereneo to your despatch No. 116 regarding consular jurisdiction, I have 
,1~;™K r 8 P ok " 11 " i,b Co“« Colli on the question of the 

°r SrS* " r,t ' sI I «" b ; cc, » " n footing as French citizens now aro 

iLZT.h 7 , T ^reneo-Ethiopian Treaty of January 10. 1908, and that wo are both 
agreed that no advantage is to lie gamed by such an arrangement. 

? 8 “re Present practice may bo in theory it is working fairly sntis- 
Lmtonly, and should any cause of dissatisfaction arise in any individual case we are not 
tied down by any written agreement, and have in eonscquenco more liberty of action, 
nenave, in fact, all the privileges granted to tho French, with more clia’neo of pro- 
tostmg successfully on individual points which do not agree with our ideas of justice. 
Iho Aliys-in la ns have but the vaguest idea of what is meant by consolar jurisdiction, 
and, when difficulties arise, will place their own interpretation on the treaty, and will 
be more obstinate in insisting on their view than it no agreement had been made. 

1 would therefore recommend that no change should Is' made at present, and that 
wo should watch how the French agreement works in practice. If it should prove 
more successful than our existing method of dealing with judicial cases, we can then 
adopt it with such modifications ns experience may prove necessary. 

1 have. 4c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


M046] No. 16. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—{Received February J.) 

®' r ' . , . , _ . _ Downing Street, February 3, 1910. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of Stato for the Colonies to transmit to you, for the 
nmT" a r"I? °(, S f retary Sir Edward Grey, with refereneo to letter from tho Colonial 
J 1-'°' V, .' cmlH ’ r ' 19 0®.» copy of despatch from acting governor, Uganda, 
on the subject of the incursion of Abyammans into the Uganda Protectorate. 

I am, 4c. 

FRANCIS J. S. HOPWOOD. 


Enclosure in No. 16. 


. deling Gorernor Boyle to the Earl of Crewe. 

(Confidential.) 

My lerd, , Government Haute. Uganda, December 28, 1909. 

.IN continuation of my Confidential despatch of the 25th October last relative to 
e "retirston of Abyssinmns into British territory, I have the honour to report that a 
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strong party of Abyssinians is said to have recently raided Jiwe Akezeangor, killing 
many natives and carrying off a large quantity of cattle and sheep. 

2. It is presumed that Jivre Akezeangor is the same as Jiwe Kosmos in the vicinity 
of Muro Akapi, shown on the mnp ns Mount Agabi. longitude 34® 15' east, latitude 
5 40' north. 

3. Further, one Chakar Chokmok, a Baluchi, the agent of a trader named 
Mahomed Bakar, was stopped by a party of twelve armed Abyssinians at or near 
Mogiln, in Dabossa. They demanded his j>as8, and he produced that given him bv his 
master, which, however, they declared to be useless. Thev further informed him‘that, 
if he wished to trade there, ho must obtain a pass from Menelek, as the counlrv 
bolonged to him. They did not, however, molest him. 

I have, «%C. 

ALEXANDER BOYLE. 


[3240 


No. 17. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Thesiger. 

(No. 12) 

S' r » ^ Foreign Office, February 4, 1910. 

I/'AV E received your despatch No. 2 of the 7th ultimo relative to the question of 
consular jurisdiction in Abyssinia. 

I concur in vour view, as therein expressed, that no change should l>o made at 
present in the practice followed in regard to British subjects, but you should report to 
me how the French agreement works in practice when sufficient time has passed to 
enable an opinion to be formed on this point. 

I am, Ac. 

E. GREY. 


[4132J No. 18. 

Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 5.) 

(No. 4.) 

, 'Mir Ababa, January 10, 1910. 

" 1,11 reference to the southern frontier question, I have the honour to report 
that, on leaving Fort Harrington, Mr. Zaphiro was informed by Captain Barrett, who 
relieved him, that his instructions were to send hack his escort of sixty men of the 
King’s African Rifles as soon as Mr. Zaphiro could enlist and send down from Adis 
Abaha twenty-five Abyssinian irregulars to take their place. These men were 
engaged, but lieforo they could bo sent off a letter was received from Captain Barrett 
saying that as orders had reached him that Mr. Aylmer was to remain at Moyalo with 
his men, it would not he necessary to send the Abyssinians. 

Mr. Zaphiro consequently held back these men until my arrival. I then 
telegraphed to Sir Percy Girouard that, as the Abyssinians were alarmed at the sudden 
placing of regular troops on the border at a time when the exact delimitation of the 
frontier was still under discussion, it might be bettor to keep to the previous arrange¬ 
ment and send the enlisted Abyssinians to replace them. Sir Percy replied that he 
did not care to authorise this without consultation with Captain Barrett, whoso 
position without regular troops might lie difficult, if not dangerous. As I was 
informed that the Abyssinian Government had told olf soldiers to watch our troops. I 
again telegraphed suggesting that at least the regulars should bo supplemented by the 
Abyssinian irregulars for patrol work on debatable territory, as the Abyssinians 
would certainly object to allow regular troops the same privileges which by friendly 
agreement had been accorded to Mr. Zaphiro pending the final settlement of the line, 
and saying that I would wait for his reply to send or dislwnd them. 

To this telegram no direct answer has been received, only a further telegram 
asking for the instructions given at various times to Mr. Zaphiro as regarded his 
administrative and judicial powers. 

Although the permanent occupation of the line by a regular frontier force is 
most necessary and cannot be arranged for too soon, I am strongly of the opinion 
that until Major Gwvnn's line is definitely accepted it is most essential that we 
should do nothing to arouse Abyssinian suspicion or to create incidents on the 
border. 
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If Caplain Barrett’s force is merely to occupy Moyalo and to patrol south of the 
red line no difficulties need lie anticipated, but, oil the other hand, if Mr. Zaphiro's 
system of using wells on the Abyssinian side of this lino in his patrols, and of crossing 
into Abyssinian territory in the course of these patrols to discuss matters with load 
chiefs IS attempted by Captain Barrett with regular troops, it will need very great 
tact on Ins part to avoid raising suspicions as to British motives or to prevent disputes 
with the rather irresponsible bands of Abyssinian soldiery which will lie told off to 
watch turn and sec ttiat lie docs not cross into districts which must, until the now 
settlement, lie looked on here as Abyssinian ground. 

It was for these reasons that I sent a letter to Captain Barrett, explaining 
why 1 had suggested to Sir Percy Girouanl tile necessity of his having Abyssinian 
irregulars under him, and expressing tile hope that he would see the matter in the 
same light 

Whatever arrangement is finally come to for the control of the border, it will lio 
necessary that the officer in command should lie authorised to deal direetlv with this 
legation on all frontier matters concerning Abyssinia, ns the delay occasioned in such 
caws by sending reports to Nairobi for transmission to Adis Ababa must always be 
inconvenient, and might at times lie harmful. 1 

With regard to your telegram of tile 7th instant, not to allow Mr. Zaphiro to 
resume Ins former duties on Ins return from leave without further instructions, I 
venture to hope that tins does not imply that his services arc to lie dispensed with. 

It would, I consider, be very difficult to replace him, as Ids knowledge of the 
frontier district and of the various races inhabiting it, together with his acquaintance 
With the principal dialects, customs, and political tendencies of the people, is certainly 

lie lias, moreover, established by many years’ hard work, under very difficult 
circumstances, a definite position there, and his friendship with the various Abyssinian 
duels on the lionlcr and his mastery of their language and of Abyssinian law would 
enable him to give invaluable aid to any officer who might be placed in command at 
Jloyale. 

' Mr. Zaphiro fully realises that in any rearrangement ot the frontier control ho 
could not hope to have the chief command, but lie would, I think, be satisfied with a 
subordinate position if it were permanent and included a rise oil his present scale of 
pay with a fixed increment. 

All these things were certainly definitely promised him by Sir John Harrington 
imt Ins pledges were never redeemed. 8 ' 

I would therefore ask that Mr, Zaphiro’s claim for re-employment should not ho 

'I' "J r? I" 0 *, 1 , ?’? 8de “ t ' ! :n l " s M ’ mcrs would or great utility, and would 

'cr> largely facilitate all future dealings with the Abyssinians on the frontier. 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED G. TUESIGEIt. 
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No. 19. 


^ r ^ -Mr. Thesiger lo Sir Eihrard Gray.—(Received February 12.) 

®' r ’ , sidis Ababa, January 21, 1910. 

" | ‘A 1 reference to the situation of the Somaliland frontier and Mr. Ocrolimato’s 
nespatch No. lo of the 30th Decemlier, 1009, to the Foreign Office, I have the honour 
to report that I received a visit lately from Gcrazmateh Znlalo, who was formerly 
governor of the iter Ah, and who is now in Adis Ahal.a for the purpose of bringing 
complaints against Dejnz Bnlcha. 1 1 8 8 

I questioned him on the substance of Lieutenant Samlford’s notes, a conv of 
which was forwarded to me from Harrar, and particularly on the point of the recent 
raids made by the Iter Aii on the Ifargeisa district. 

The Geraxmatch confirmed all the details of .Mr. Sandford’s report, and traced all 
the disonlers on the border to the policy of Dejas Bnlcha in departing from the old 
border laws made in Ras Makunan’s time. 

Formerly, each governor on the border had instructions and full power to settle 
frontier questions by local law, and any neglect to do so was punished bv Ras Makunan. 
me price of blood was raised, anil as each complaint was dealt witli at once, raiding 
was to a large extent checked. Dejaz Balclia took away this power from the governors, 
[iWo] E 
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and, as reported by Mr. Gerolimato, punished those who had "iron judgment hr makins 
them personally restore the fines inflicted, and ordered that all cases should 'bo heard 
In Ilarrar. 

This practically made it impossible for our tribes to obtain justice as they were 
unwilling to go so far, and cases represented through the consulate were left unsettled. 
The Ogaden tribes were quick to see that the border justice was relaxed and took 
advantage of it, and when, as in the case of the Iier Ali, they saw that the old 
governors who had so long held them in hand were dismissed and replaced by discredited 
men, they nt once started raiding with impunity. 

The Gerazmatch Zalalo was replaced some six months ago bv a certain Fitaurari 
Disali, who hail Iwen for seventeen years in disgrace and also imprisoned for rohlsery 
by Ras Makunan. The effect of this appointment, following as it did close on the 
punishment of Zalalo for having settled a complaint of raiding made bv llrilish* 
protected Somalis, was that the Her Ali at once commenced the raids reported bv 
Mr. Snndford, knowing perfectly well that they would not be punished. 

Protests made by this legation resulted in orders being sent from Adis Ababa 
that the old border law made by Ras Makunan was still to hold good, but Dcjai Balcha 
hns always refused to apply it, and the state of alTairs in the Ilarrar district has 
steadily grown worse. There arc some 350 border claims now unsettled, and since 
my arrival every mail brings fresh protests against the local misgovernment. On 
applying for redress of these grievances, the Fitaurari llapta Giorgis promised that 
Balcha should ho sent for to Adis Abaln, and stated the Government themselves had 
receive d many complaints against him. The Dejazmatch has now arrived, and I am 
sending in n detailed complaint against him, and must insist on his reinovnl from his 
present post. 

In all hi* policy, whether political or commercial, Dcjax Balcha has been hostile 
to British interests. The disorders on the frontier; the trade in rifles to the Mullah ; 
the prohibition of the export of grain ; the restrictions on trade in Ilarrar are all' 
things which affect British interests almost solely, and ns every effort to obtain 
redress has failed even when supported by orders from the Abyssinian Government, 
nothing remains to lie done but to insist that he shall not bc’allowod to return to 
Ilarrar. 

Of the negotiations between Dejn* Baleha and the Mullah, neither Gerazmatch 
Zalalo nor Osman Gaba, chief of tin.* Dobi—who is also here—could tell me much, 
but it appears that the tribute of cattle was never sent and that no agreement was 
come to. 

Osman Gaba doclnre 1 lliat when lie loft his country the Mullah was believed to 
he aomowhore in the Ecr Salchun district. 

I liave, &c. 

WILFRED O. THESIGER. 


14981] 


No. 20. 


(No 0 ) M ' Tlus " jrr S,r Edw ""' Grey.—(Jtacwml February 12.) 

®‘ r ’ , . , Afc> Ababa, January 21,1910. 

• , ° hnnour to ru l ,nrt thnt M. Schubert, the German officer who accom¬ 

panied the Abyssinian Commission as map-maker, lias rcccntlv relurncd to Adis 
Ababa. lie called on me yesterday, and I asked him what the Abissinians thought 
. • iTI , y "" s ra " l " ls 11,1 Ho informed mo that in Ins opinion our 

chief difficulty would he in persuading the Ahytsiniaui to accept the inclusion in our 
territory ol Gadd.ndu.mo, >•’ which they attached considerable value, whereas thev 
looked upon the district given them in exchange, north of Ranissa, as valueless. 

Flic question of Fort Harrington, he considered, could lie settled without much 
opposition, as it was merely a matter of the concession of a small area, which in itself 
had no special value for them. 

As regarded the frontier from Hurollc to Lake Stephanie, while he had no infor¬ 
mation ns to what Major Gwynn’s ideas were, his opinion was that the Abyssinian 
Government would make no strong objection to an alteration which would place some 
wells on our side of the bonier, :md he told me that he would certainly advise them to 
accede to any request we might make on these lines, as the count'rv which would 
thereby be ceded was valueless to cither side. He added that the only boundary 
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mark which he had erected was a stone pyramid at the angle formed by the old red 
line just south of Lake Stephanie. 

M. Schubert thus corroborates all that I have heard so far, and it may be taken 
for granted that this expresses very fairly the opinions with which we will have to 
reckon when the negotiations begin. 

It is no use blinding ourselves to the fact that the proposed alterations are all in 
our favour, and that any territorial concessions we can make arc of no great value. 

The only real argument wo can put forward is the fact that wo have under tho 
treaty a fair claim to consider tho country north of tho red line to Gulgullo, and even 
all the district enclosed by the curve of the river from Blanga to Mulka Murri, os 
Garri country, and therefore as being properly British territory. This argument can 
be used as a proof thnt we are not moved merely by a desire to increase our territory, 
but will scarcely be of sufficient weight to remove their dislike to sacrificing 
Gnddaduma. The only other concession wc can make is as regards the Boran tribes 
who settle on our side of the red line. 

M. Schubert told me that the Abyssinians felt very strongly on this point, and 
looked upon it as unjust that these tribesmen should lie considered by our officers on 
the frontier as British subjects when they have perhaps put in a few years’ residence 
in British territory, whereas the Garri are, they claim, treated as British subjects even 
when they cross to the north of the frontier. 

According to the treaty I understand all the Boran arc Abyssinian subjects, hut, 
being a nomadic tribe, like most of those on the frontier, they continually cross tho 
line and are only too ready to settle on the south and claim our protection. 

Mr. Zaphiro is strongly of opinion that an agreement to prevent in future these 
tribes from emigrating on a large scale and from settling permanently on our side 
would have considerable weight with the Abyssinian:., and M. Schubert’s information 
certftinlv tends to confirm this view. 

This is, however, all that we Irnvo to throw into the scale, and it remains to l»o 
seen how far the Abyssinians will look upon these points as sufficient compensation 
for the Gaddadmna corner, which is evidently of vital necessity to us and must with 
tho other alterations bo insisted upon. 

Tho temper of the Abyssinians, however, so far as I have l>een ablo to judge, on 
this question appears to be quite friendly, though they will certainly light hard to hold 
their own, and I think we may be sure that the Geman Legation will try to make use 
of M. Schubert to restore their own prestige here by supporting tho Abyssinian point 

of view. 

It is therefore perhaps as well that the negotiations should be delayed. Tho fact 
that the maps have not yet arrived here and that Mr. Zaphiro is going on leave will 
enable us to put off any discussion of the question for another six months if necessary, 
by which time the Kmpcror may have died and wo shall have a responsible government 
to deal with. Tho Queen's influence, it is to l>o hoped, will then bo a thing of tho 
past, and M. Schubert’s leave will be up and ho will no longer be hero in person to 
influence the Abyssinians as the German Legation may desire. 

I can. I presume, count on Mr. Zaphiro being here when the negotiations begin, 
ns his presence will lie absolutely necessary to me in answering questions of local 
details which arc sure to be raised. 

I would also request that I ma\ !>c furnished as soon ns possible with tho map 
showing Major Gwynn’s alterations, i order that I can study this question. 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGEll. 


Mr. Thet'ujer to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 12.) 

(No. 8.) 

Sir, ddit Ababa, January 22, 1910. 

IN* continuation of my despatch No. 1, Confidential, of the 6th instant, I have 
the honour to request that as regards the railway the long-expected crisis appears to 
have been reached. 

Since I last wrote the Abyssinian Government have been considering what 
answer they should send to the letter of M. Brice mentioned in the above despatch, 
but before* any decision could be arrived at a further letter was received from 
M. Brice saying he was authorised to thank the Abyssinian Government for having 
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»‘Y Sfi . t ‘ lcni 7 u ot . ‘ he n-estion on the lines of (he policy commenced hy 
Al. Klobultowslti, and earned on by himself, and declared that tl.e French Govern- 
ment were now prepared to furnish the money for the completion of the line 

M. Knee sent Ins vice-consul, M. Roux, in full uniform to carry this letter to 
(as Jesamma, with instructions to explain the contents, ltas Tcsamma at once 
asked what the French Government had to do with the railway, and declared that 
his Government only recognised the company with whom they had made an 
agreement m quiteiscontrary sense, and absolutely refused to receive the letter. 

High words followed, and when M. Roux, with considerable want of tact 
attempted to force the letter upon him, lias Tcsamma flung it hack at him with a 
renewed refusal. After a further scene M. Roux retired, leaving the letter on the 
l ' c "" ,s ,;"°"" tln S Ws horse an officer appeared who threw the letter on 
tne ground and called upon all those present, among whom were several Europeans 
m tne name of Mcnelek, to witness that the Regent refused to receive this letter, 
l i some time past the local Government have persistently refused to acknow- 
S,.“ ,. l - v " lni, ‘ ™ «ny "»y by agreements entered into between 

! ,7 , Govo ">“™‘ and the railway company, and have refused to recognise 

territory f ° rn "' r n " y ° llUm ,0 cxcrcisc con,ro1 °T0r tl.e line in Abyssinian 

“. h “. be ®" policy of the French to ignore or to affect ignorance of this 

ChamTL H iT‘ d 1 cc I larnt ; 0 " 8 of Mr Knee here and of .M. Fiehnn in the 
11 "»• wt'Jcd, and that the two Governments were in perfect accord 
our the railway question havo been nothing more than a barefaced attempt to force 
, ” upon this country in the belief that Abyssinia could be coerced into 

acct 'P, l "ff such conditions as trance chose to impose upon her. 

I ho open insult placed upon M. Roux, and the rejection of M. Brice’s letter 
once and foran""" C ‘ V r °‘“ rnC “ *" tho Frcncl ' Lo «» lion ' »'">uld destroy this belief 

'llie Italian Minister, to whom the Abyssinian Goremment appealed for advice 
in this crisis has counselled them to utilise the occasion to clear up the whole 
situation tt I,Ilo strongly dissuading them from hasty or violent action which could 
only result in a definite breach with France, Count Colli pointed out that the mass 
of contradictory letters on the question, which arc now resting in the archives of tho 
Ghrlibi, have so confused every issue that neither the Abissinians nor anyone else 
mu any idea how the matter now stands. Under these conditions further 
£ ™ iu ?!' ‘ 10 . “TfT 8 "'. oro '"'I'UMible, and he therefore advised then, 

to cancel all the past and, while keeping the concession for the construction of the 
line open for h ranee, to insist that it should lie clearly understood that the work was 
b,'. ™hS r l C t by “ ,P r 1 lval ® coln paay, as was originally agreed upon, which should 
he entirely free from all dependence on the French Government. 

„ „.v u ,. ° reminded them that, although the French Legation had insisted that all 
m o a ions between themselves and the local Government on the railway question 
"' 2 r.T l ‘° ° ,h r cr ‘T- 4 ' 0 "’’ 11,0 Abyssinian Government had every 
to do so 11 40 1ICSL ' ‘"'S" 1 ' 0 " 8 for advice, and he would strongly recommend them 

,1 , I4 . * ,ro ’ ,ahle ‘ hat .,! his c P 1,rau "' Ul be followed, and I have told Count Colli 

that, should they do so, I will send no answer until I have discussed the whole matter 
thoroughly with him. r 

, . 1 a '. n . ‘> r Uni opinion that I cannot do better than support Count Colli in the 
advice which he has already given. 

A railway under French Government control would, as I have already said 
elffi'nfThi to tho mtcrcsts (mth of Great Britain and Italy, but the same'cannot 
In. said ol a line which might he constructed by a private company. It seems more- 
over, very doubtful if French financiers, after the failures of the past, could find 
S o,T !7 mc 'l" t f0r ,u ® h “ undertaking without applying to other countries, 
.should they do so wo should then have the opportunitv of internationalising the 
interests and the control of tho line, which brings us back to the policy for which 
bir John Harrington fought so long and I think so rightlv. 

•II 11 re "‘ a ; ns , t .° bo "bat steps Jf. Brice will now take. I scarcely think he 
will appeal to the tripartite agreement, as not only have lie and his predecessors 
continually Ignored it, but also, by insisting with the Abyssinians that all the late 
negotiations on the railway question should be kept secret from the other parties 
nU risht 10 el:,im ,hcir 
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Throughout the whole question the French Government has sept faith with 
no one. They broke it with the Abyssinian Government by endeavouring to turn tho 
railway from a private commercial s|>eculation into a lino which should bo entirely 
under the control of the French Government, without the consent and against tho 
will of the Abyssinians. They repudiated all the obligations imposed upon them 
hy the tripartite agreement when they believed they could further their own advan¬ 
tages by doing so, and they threw over the English bondholders without compensation 
when they wished to get the whole control of the line into their hands. 

The result has lwen that they have aroused the suspicions of the Abyssinians, 
have lost the support of Ilis Majesty’s Government, and have had the agent of tho 
Trust Company here checking ever}- move which they made. Had they, in the first 
place, compensated the British bondholders they would probably never have been 
reduced to the position of stale mate which they have occupied now for some months 
and would have had a very fair chance of succeeding. These few months’ delay have, 
however, I consider, thrown their whole scheme out of gear, and I believe the question 
of the railway, so far as it concerns the old concessions and any chances of success, is 
now definitely closed. 

If it is to lie reopened it con only be done by throwing tho old concessions into 
the melting pot ami by starting afresh. If I am right in this conjecture it will, 
I think, prove a good opportunity of securing an international control ovor tho new 
railway, which would prevent it being used as an instrument of political intriguo by 
any one country, and so of indirectly furthering our policy of assuring tho political 
stability of Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[4975] No. 22. 

Sir E. Gorsl to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received February 12.) 

(No. 0. Africa. Confidential.) 

Sir, Cairo, February 4, 11)10. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which l have 
addressed to His Majesty's Minister at Adis Ababa in regard to the aspirations of 
ltas Gugsa. 

The Soudan official who reports this story states that his informant goes every 
year to Gallabat, but has hitherto been too frightened of tho story getting about to 
reveal it. Ho was hound to secrecy by Gugsa, who told him to repeat tho story only 
to the Governor-General of the Soudan or to a British officer whom he knew. 

I have, &e. 

ELDON GORST. 


Enclosure in No. 22. 

Sir E. Goret to Mr. Theeiyer. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Cairo, February 4, 1910. 

AN official of the Soudan Government at Gallabat has heard, in conversation with 
nn informant who is in a position to know what ho is talking about and whom lie 
believes to lie trustworthy, the following story of ltas Gugsa:— 

“The Empress Taitu, Has Gugsa. and Has Wnlli (of Yejju) have made acnmpact 
by which they agree to stand by one another on the Emperor Jleuelck'a death and, if 
|iossible, place Ras Gugsa on the throne. Taitu is sister of Ras Walli and Gugsa is 
son of Ras Walli—in this way the three arc united by family ties. This arrangement 
held good when Gugsa left for Slioa lost year. In ease of war Ras Walli can count on 
the men of Yejju and Lasla province, and Ras Gugsa on the men in his own 
dominions. 

“Tlio compact, if carried out, will lead to trouble with Ras Michael on the 
Emperor's death, ns his son Lij Yassu has been appointed successor to the throne.” 

I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Foreign Office. 

I am, &c. 

ELDON GORST. 


[1715] F 
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[4983] No. 23. 

/jj o 2 j S,r Edward Grey to Hr. Thesiger. 

(TolctT-aphic^ P. Foreign Office, February 17, 1910. 

• i • U< ,' s l’ a ' e l , wlllcl1 Wl11 rcnch you al>out the 13th March will answer 

points raised m yoiut despatches Nos. 1 and S of the Oil. and 22nd January. 

‘,' e “ ls ■ Ua J es >y's Government is that, unless the French Government 

themnm TYV 'i 0 *™ s ‘ com I lnn . v equitable compensation, they are not prepared for 

time ' i* ,T st V°, remembered that the 1906 Tripartite Agreement 
reco„niscd that iraiico bad the right to build line from Jibuti to Adis Ababa and to 
fm J 2 s it.r°r , » a - Tn , n ^ 8 arisin ” fr ° m this risht. In these circumstances, it is 
hoT " ore ‘ ,8 ,- r " JCSty 8 Gov ®. r "“ e “ t to advocate now the internationalisation of 
‘ h «- T °I?P°“ actively French policy towards the Abyssinian Govern- 
ment unless that policy threatens the independence of Abyssinia. 


[4980] No. 24. 

16 J Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Thesiger. 

Slr ’ t tr i vi’ -i , , , Foreign Office, Febtuara 17, 1910. 

tV ' kvfoved your despatch No. 5 of the 21st ultimo, respecting the mi*, 
government of the Harrar province by Dejaz lialcba. 

, ‘“PProre your action as therein reported, and I request that vou will continue to 

iTarmr oreV--'’ 881 " 1 "" 9°? : ™ m , cn I t ) t ? F^'V 0 Uo j az Halcha. whose administration of the 
ilnrrar province is prejudicial to British interests. 

I am, &c. 

E. GltEY. 


[3239] No. 26. 

( j. o J. ^ Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Thesiger. 

^' r ‘ T . , , Foreign Office. February 18, 1910 

l . received your despatches Nos. 1 and 3 of the «th ultimo, relative to the 

1 tl,iuk i' ns ' vel1 "ut you should he in possession 
° 1 .... “ His Majesty s Government in this matter. 

1.0 considerations advanced by you corrcs|>ond with the views held bv Ilis 
majesty s representatives in Abyssinia since the convention of 1902 between the 
Imperial Ethiopian Hallway Company and the French Government, wherebv the 
latter secured control of the line and would have gained complete [Kilitical ascendancy 
in Abyssinia, had the Emperor Mcuelik ever given his sanction to the agreement 

I here views were fully considered during the negotiations which resulted in the 
conclusion of the bipartite agreement of the 13th December. 1900, and had it been 
posMl’ e to treat Abyssinia as a question entirely apart from general policy. His 
Of H ^°' or " ni "Ugh. have pressed, in all probability with the active support 
Kit tl l , I " '“ n Governnient, for some form of international control of the railway 
Hu he tuo mam points which weighed with Ilis Majesty's Government were their 

tofee“;of W AbS»r n fa: CU “" d th ° 8af ° gUardm? ' W far - P-”*. o' the 

As you arc aware, the completion of the Jibuti Railway was, and remains the 
princqia! object of French policy in Abyssinia, and if as the result of ti.c attitude 

^refnnieVff 8 V n,OS n y8 ®fl VOrnD r C ! t ’ tlm ’' n,ilwa - v l,ad b "- l " nc international and the 
r, '?. K ^ ! and “ c r ,hces ° r the French h ail been rendered fruitless, the close and 
i ndl iui ers a'idlng between 1 ranee and Great Hritain would have received a 
Abyssinia ffeCte ° f wlueh would >"»ve outweighed any temporary success in 

™:i| lle ,| lh " !‘ nnd '. Uis Arajc-styV Government were determined to secure, so far 
as possible, the independence of Abyssinia, which is the base of their policy in that 
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Hie position is the same to-day. His Majesty’s Government having recognised 
that the railway from Jibuti to Adis Al.aha shall be French, cannot now advoemo its 
internationalisation. Nor are they prepared to contest the right of the French 
Government to give a French enterprise financial assistance and to claim a certain 
gu^. U ..Tee° f C °" °' er CI P Cnditur '' of tllc moneys which they themselves 

aUadl the same im P°rt“noo as hitherto to tho 
maintenance of Abyssinian independence, and were the demands of Franco to reach a 

nnmt wdfl '?* T '° threa ‘ e S that independence, His Majesty’s Govem- 

nunt will not fail to make representations to the Government of the Republic 

" ,e rail " ay <iucs,ion ' b,,t 10 the s— 1 po»v or 

and until this is remedied they do not feel called upon to render tho Government of 
is “ the,r ,limcul, , ics " ith «» Abyssinian Government, Lit 

French fine' o,d m i™ a >>‘ Prepared actively to oppose the completion of the 

5wS?-bri;*S’“ “ lrea " y said - ‘•“■y “wider the independence 

„„ i Bdd ' i 1 '" 1 . rCsnril , to ’l'" commercial aspect of the question, that BriUsh 

L'-L- s treatn , .en' I C J,? , !l < >y T n P ,rtit ® agreement, on the same footing as 

ICkSc n P rnl, v v «y »s their b rcnch competitors, and that the presence of 
delegate of Great Britain and Italy on the railway board should serve as a "unrnntee 
against any unfair discrimination in the forwarding of goods or charges for carriage 
I also fully recognise the possibility that the completion of the line to Adis Ababa „1|| 
tend to draw the traffic of the distant provinces to the capital, hut this is a matter of 
fair commercial competition, and it rests with the local Governments of the British and 

fronLL . r r ' <: L ra "' S ,T ' r ". lg , . A , l, - Vssin “ f" 51 " 1 ' »“d facilitate trade aero-s the 
frontier, though any attempt by either the French or Abyssinian Governments to 

Majaty^Gorerament 0 80 ' wouM at onco bu P r ” , “ ted a B ainsl >'Y His 

I am, Ac. 

E. GREY. 


[5886] No. 26. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Iteceivrd February 19.) 


hlr ‘ r in j * ... „ Downing Street, February IS, 1910. 

, h . il f AM duvseted by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to vou, for 

Offic Oft ! 7 H°l^ eCr ary " ,tl ‘ «*»“«» to >®“er from the Colonial 

suhie i of -j 1 '- te ’,T ; "a ’ ;", Py ',’ f ,, ' |l - rnm f r°"> commissioner, Somaliland, on tho 

subject of raids into the Somaliland protectorate from Abyssinian territory. 

I am, Ac. 

FRANCIS J. 8. HOPWOOD. 


Enclosure in No. 26. 

Commissioner Sir IV. II. Manning to the Earl of Crewe. 

(Telegraphic.) P. . February 7, 1910. 

rL it lllhlt raids on our tribes by Somali trilio Abusgul, resident iu Abyssinian 
AP 1 . . re P° r,ed - Fort J’ marches looted. I have asked the Minister at 

" a ' a “ " 13 . l ' e representations to the Abyssinians, and to ask for the return of 
me camels taken in this and former raid and to have further raiding stopped. 
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14981] So. 27. 

Foreign Office lo Colonial Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 19, 1910. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 12th instant, I am directed hv Secretary 
Sir E. Grey to transmit herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at Adis Ahahn,* reporting a 
conversation with Herr Schubert, the German officer who non mpaniod the M y -ininn 
commission of delimitation of the southern frontier houndary. 

1 am to state that Sir E. Grey agrees in the view thr t it is of importauco for 
His Majesty’s Government to retain the Gaddadmnn corner, and considers that they 
should, as proposed in the draft instructions enclosed in mr letter above referred to, 
press their claim to Gullgullo if the Abyssinian Government refuss's to come to 
terms. 

Any agreement to force the lloran tribes back from British to Abyssinian territory, 
which they may desire to leave on account of Abyssinian oppression,*would, in Sir E. 
Grey’s opinion, ho contrary to the practice of His Majesty’s Government who have 
always refused to do anything of the sort on the Soudan side. His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment might, however, Sir E. Grey thinks, agree to discourage lloran emigration from 
Abyssinia as much as possible and to treat those tribesmen who only come across the 
frontier in the wet or dry season, whichever it may be, as Abyssinian subjects, the 
British Garri tribesmen being similarly treated when'erossing to the north of the line. 

I am to add that Sir E. Grey considers it essential that Mr. Thesiger should he 
able to avail himself of the assistance of Mr. Znphiro until the conclusion of the 
frontier negotiations, and 1 am to express the hope that the Earl of Crewe will consent 
to continue to lend his services until then. 

I am, Ac. 

W. LANGLEY. 


16379] No. 28. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Ihctived February 23.) 

Sir, Downing Street, February 22, 1910. 

I AM dirccteil by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to you, for 
the information of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, with reference to letter to the Colonial 
Office of the 11th February, a copy of despatch to Governor, Enst Africa Protectorate, 
on the subject of the administration of the district in the neighbourhood of the 
Abyssinian boundary. 

I nm, &c. 

FltAXCIS J. S. HOPWOOl). 


Enclosure in No. 28. 

The Earl of Crewe to Governor Sir P. Girounrd. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Downing Street, February 21, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you, with reference to my Confidential 
despatch of the 14th February, the accompanying copy of a letter from the Foreign 
Office, with its enclosure, relating to the arrangements for the administration of 
the district in the neighbourhood of the Abyssinian boundary. 

2. I recognise the difficulties desoriliod in Mr. Thesiger’s’ despatch of the 
10th January as likely to arise from the employment of regular troops on the frontier 
before the modifications of the treaty line proposed by Major Gwynn have been 
accepted by the Abyssinian Government. It is important that some means of 
meeting these difficulties should he devised, and I am disposed to think that the 
employment of Abyssinian irregulars for patrol work in the debatable portions of 
the territory is the lest solution. 


• So. 20 
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* ?“ ‘"‘pressed with the desirability of finding some employment in which 
ilr. Zaphiro s unique knowledge and experience of tho frontier can be utilised, and it 
has cx-eurred to me that the difficulties referred to afford an opportunity for offering 
Mr. Zaphiro such further employment. With a few of his old irregulars, and backed 
by a regular British force and British administration at the main points of the line, 
he would, no douot, he able to continue the excellent work which ho has done in tho 

C t, but even more effectively and thoroughly in that he would in future no longer 
lcpemlcnt entirely on his own resources. This would bo a very useful part to play 
pending the final acceptance of .Major Gwynn’s line by the Abyssinian Government, 
which it may take a considerable time to secure. 

4. I should lie glad if you would carefully consider this suggestion, and I trust 
that you will be able to make some recommendation which will have tho result of 
retaining Mr. Zaphiro s services. In that event I should be glad to learn precisely 
what arrangements you propose, and what salary would, in your opinion, ho suitable 
I" , Vo “ "‘‘I doubt consider at the same time whether, if an arrangement of 
this kind is adopted, it will not he possible to rcduco correspondingly the cost of the 
arrangements which you have already proposed. 

5. 'ion Will see that Sir. Thesiger observes in his despatch that, whatever 
atrangement is come to for tho control of the bonier, it will lie necessary that the 
officer 111 command should be authorised to deal directly with the legation at Adis 
Ababa on nil frontier matters concerning Abyssinia, as the delay occasioned by 
sending reports to Nairobi for transmission to Adis Ababa must always be inconvenient, 
and might at times be harmful. I concur in this view, and I should be glad to be 

informed what arrangements you can suggest for permitting the officer in oharge of 
the frontier district to communicate direct with His Majesty’s Minister at Adis 
Ababa in cases in which this course would be advantageous, subject always to the 
principle that that officer is responsible to the Governor of tho East Africa 
1 rotcctorate. It would, of course, bo necessary that the officer in charge should 
send to the governor, without delay, a copy of all communications addressed to, or 
received from, the Minister at Adis Ababa. 

I have, &<\ 

CREWE. 


[6779] No. 29. 

^ • ,lr - Theeiger to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 20.) 

® ir ’ ,,, AV „., . . , ddia Ababa, February 4, 1910. 

., ‘.HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a letter sent by me to 
■aplain Barrett at Fort Harrington, as well as a memorandum on the general question 
or the southern frontier. 

Since my arrival, I have found the Abyssinian Government uneasy ns to our 
policy on the southern frontier. The placing of regular troops on the liordcr, coming 
as It did Shortly alter tho erection of the beacons by Major Gwynn, has certainly 
aroused the suspicion that wc intend to m-ko tho desired alterations by force without 
consulting the Government here. 

It is very essential, I consider, that w should do nothing to weaken the Abys¬ 
sinian confidence in our honesty and good faith, and I therefore felt justified in 
assuring the Fitaurari Ilapta Giorgis that wo had no intention of forcibly occupying 
the new line before the question had been discussed at Adis Ababa, and that until 
that time I was prepared to recognise tho maintenance of frontier conditions as they 
were before .Major Gwynn's survey. 

I do not think this agreement will in any way weaken our claim tor the rectifica¬ 
tion of the frontier at the proper time, and it will certainly facilitate the negotiations 
by quieting Abyssinian distrust during the long period which must yet elapse before 
wc can hope to get the matter settled. 

At the same time we agreed that should any debatable points arise, we would do 
our best to settle them between us in a temporary and friendly manner pending the 
final decision. 6 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[1745] 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 29. 

Memorandum b) Captain Barrett on the Southern Frontier. 

TI1F. necessity for the establishment of a properly organised frontier force for 
the control of the southern border has now been fully recognised, and therefore no 
further arguments on this point are necessary. 

It remains, however, to consider the objects for which this force should be 
established, the methods by which they can liest be obtained, and the composition of 
the force which is to a large extent dependent on financial considerations. 

The primary consideration is. to cheek the Abyssinian raids into our territory, and 
safeguard the tribes on our side from being murdered and looted by the elephant 
hunters. The more presence of an effective force under a British officer will probably 
check these incursions to a large extent, and regular patrols, with the power t ; seize 
and identify any hunters who cross the border, will soon put a stop to it altogether. 

I would recommend that beyond confiscating the arms and mules of such 
Abyssinian hunters as are found on our side of the border, the frontier officer should 
not inflict any further punishment, but should hand over the prisoners to the nearest 
responsible Abyssinian authority, making him to take the 'nth to send them to Adis 
Ababa by a certain date, and should then roport tin* matter fully to this legation. 
The British Minister can then insist on the officer, under whose command the hunters 
were, being punished, and the clfeet will lie more far-reaching than if only the actual 
raiders were held responsible. 

The cessation of these raids would bring the frontier to a normal condition, and 
the officer in charge could then devote his attention to the administration and 
development of his district. 

The administration should he as simple as possible, and for the first five years at 
least need mean little more than the prevention and settlement of tribal quarrels; the 
institution of a system of mild taxation on thoae border tribes who will now for the 
first time enjoy a real protection from their northern neighbours ; and the encourage¬ 
ment of trade and opening up of caravan routes to Nairobi, Kismayu, and Bardera. 

A frontier administration on these lines would have the effect of establishing 
British prestige on the southern bonier of Abyssinia, and would also prepare the way 
for the effective occupation of the country Inter on by the Hast African Protectorate.' 

To this end I would suggest that the administration of Kismayu should extend 
their hold north to Bardera. which should In? developed as a commercial centre, and 
that the frontier inspector should l e responsible for the district enclosed by a line 
taken from Bardera through Til M'aak, vVnjcra, Marsabit, and so to the south end of 
Lake Rudolph ; the Juba river on the east, and the Abyssinian frontier on the north. 
To the west of Mnyale the frontier alone would need'attention, the country to the 
south-west being practically desert. 

The tax imposed in this district should he a light one, nnd could be assessed at 
the value of one bullock or 8 dollars per family, and collected in camels, sheep, or 
other beasts, ns best suited the various tribes. lain assured by Mr. Zaphiro that the 
tribes would gladly pay such a tax in return for protection," avd the sale of these 
animals at Nairobi or Kismayu would bo a steady source of revenue, which should 
greatly diminish the cost of the frontier force. 

The opening and security of trade routes to Nairobi and Kismayu should ofier no 
great difficulty, but the natural caravan route for this district would lie l.y El Waak 
to Bardera. This read is at present closed owing to the raiding propensities of the 
Mcrihan to the north. This tribe now possesses some thousand rifles, and the country 
is in danger of becoming a refuge for all discontented or broken men from the north. 
The disarming of this trilie is a necessity for both political and commercial reasons. 
They arc the only tribo on our side of the frontier who have rifles, and they can thus 
raid the defenceless neighbours with impunity, while the fact that they are nntaxed 
and uncontrolled attracts to them undesirable tribes from the north, wiio arc anxious 
to escape Abyssinian taxation, and adherents of the Mullah who arc spreading his 
influence in this district. The Merihan tribes are thus a certain source of danger in 
the future, unless they are dealt with speedily. As Major Gwynn suggests the 
establishment of a frontier force may make a peaceful disarmament possible, but if 
not, punitive measures will be necessary. 

The cost of a regular expedition would be considerable, and owing to the nature 
of the district very difficult, and probably Mr. Zaphiro's plan of raising an irregular 
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force of Abyssinians and making a sudden descent on the tribe would be mere 
effective. The Merihan are divided into various sub-tribes without cohesion, except 
in the face of outside danger. A sudden raid would find them disunited, nnd the 
various sections could lie dealt with separately. This expedition should be undertaken 
when the Juba and Dawn Rivers are in flood, at which time the natives would bo 
unable to cross with their flocks and herds, and they would certainly prefer to give up 
their rifles than abandon their cattle. 

The Abyssinians could be paid by cattle levied as a fine on each section of the 
Merihan, who, with the establishment of the frontier force, could then lie brought 
into subjection and assured of protection. 

The occupation of Dolo by the Frontier Force would prevent immigration from 
the north, and the establishment of garrisons nt El Waak and Bardera would enable 
this road to be opened to trade. At present such trade as there is finds an outlet 
at Lugh into Italian territory, but much of it could undoubtedly bo diverted to 
Bardera. 

Fur the first few years it might bo found advisable not to insist on customs dues, 
or at least to place them at a very low rate so as to encourage the natives to trade and 
to utilise the new route, while a small tax could be levied on each caravan in return for 
the protection given. This would afford an additional source of revenue to cover tho 
cost of the Frontier Force, anil the remainder would, as I have said, to a large extent 
be covered by the taxation in the district for which tho officer in charge of this force 
would be responsible. 

The head-quarters of the force would be naturally at Morale, nnd if tho 
proposals made by Sir John Harrington in his despatch No. 18 ol tho 10th May, 
1908, were accepted, the lies! division of the troops would bo 10 men at Moyale, 
30 at Dolo during the dry season from July to March, with the other 30 for 
patrol duty. 

Sir John Harrington’s scheme was, however, drawn up merely with the idea of 
protecting the frontier from Abyssinian raiders, and takes no account of tho adminis¬ 
tration and opening up of the country to trado which should, I venture to think, form 
an important part of any plans which are to be drawn up for the control of tho 
district. 

If the Bardera route is to lie opened up, it would lie essential to have a post of 
some thirty men at El Waak to ensure the safety of the mall, even after tho Mcrihan 
have been disarmed, while ltanlera might, ns I have suggested, Iks held by the military 
authorities at Kismayu. 

It is, I consider, immaterial whether tho officer in charge of the frontier should 
lie directly under the East African Protectorate or continue for some years to be, us 
has been the ease up to the present, under this legation. The main point is, I venture 
to think, that ho should have us free a hand as possible, since questions will be 
continually arising which need immediate settlement, and on which he cannot, owing 
to the distances to be covered, possibly refer for instructions cither to Nairobi or to 
Adis Abeba. 

With regard to questions concerning the Abyssinian Government, it is essential 
tliat ho should be authorised to communicate direct with this legation instead of 
sending despatches via Nairobi, should i; be decided that the frontier should bo 
controlled from tho Protectorate, as the los- of time which would otherwise lie entailed 
would make it still more difficult to obtain satisfaction here. 

The composition of the Frontier Force is another question which will need 
consideration unless regular troops are to be provided by the King’s African Rifles. 
If, however, a special lorce has to lie created for the frontier, the question arises from 
wbat race they are to be recruited. 

Once a regular control is established, the question of prestige must, I consider, 
exclude us from raising Abyssinian recruits, os has been customary hitherto, useful ns 
these men have been under Mr. Zaphiro; there arc, I believe, also many objections to 
Somali levies, as the hostility between them and the Abyssinians might easily lead to 
undesirable incidents on the border, nnd they would probably intrigue wi'li tho 
Merihan and tribes on the north-east of tho frontier. The best men for the purpose 
would probably lie Soudanese if the Soudan Government would permit recruiting 
for this purpose, or, failing them, Sw'ahilis. 

The cost of a frontier force of 100 men under a British officer and Mr. Zaphiro, 
as estimated by Sir John Harrington, amounts to 1,1901., and even if the total sum 
were increased to t,o00I. to provide a garrison for El Waak, I am convinced that 
this money would prove to be well spent in securing tho peace of the border, nnd 



I believe that taxation, lines, the sale of confiscated ivory, and customs dues would 
enable the frontier to cover SO to 75 percent, of the expenses. 

1° sum up the whole question, tlie most effective schcmo for the frontier defence 
would, I believe, bo:— 

To make the frontier into a practically independent district, with the boundaries 
already mentioned, communicating directly both with Nairobi and Adis Ababa 
C0 "T' 11 !'! ,0 ? British ‘’dicer with Mr. Zaphiro as second inspector 
W!th 120 men under him, with instructions to impose a light tax on all the iril.es 
in his district, and to open up the trade routes to Nairobi, Kismayu, and Bardera, 
so as to secure for our own colony the commcrco which now passes into Italian 
hands. r 

Such a scheme would, I believe, prove economical, effective, and clastic, and would 
pave the way for the eventual occupation of the countrv up to the frontier hv the 
hast African Protectorate Government. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 29. 

Mr. Thetiger to Captain Barrett. 

Slr ’ i mvr •> ... . . ddn Ababa, February 2, 1910. 

.hi " . f*® 01 '™ no ‘“tBier information as to arrangements on the frontier and 
still know nothing as to what orders you have received. Tho Abyssinian Government 
is, however, rather disturbed as to our attitude and two days ago Eitaurari Napta 
• lorgis and Balambaras Walda Gabriel brought the accusation against Mr. Zaphiro 
northwar I 10aC ° ns " n ^byssiaian territory and of forcibly moving the frontier 

I explained that the beacons were erected by Major Givynn and showed our 
interpretation of tho frontier, a matter which I was ready to discuss with them as 
sonn as ||,e maps arrived, and told them that we had no intention of seizing the 
debatable territory by force previous to discussion. 

... i i U n T S -T°, limi ' 1 * >ro “S ht forward Mr. Zaphiro’s complaint that Balambams 
t'a do Gabriel eiauned the right to exact tribute from those Borana, the sub-tribes 
Mb"u and Goan, actually livingsouth of the red line, whenever they went north to 
water their cattle at the wells. 

.in.. maintained lie was right in taxing all liomnn. rv n if they lived 

d»l) miles to the south, as they were Abyssinian subjects. The Pilaurari admitted this 
was not so, and that many were our own subjects. 

Wo came to the agreement that until the question of Major Gwvnn’s line was 
settled matters should remain as they were, i.r., that we should hold the old rod line 
and that they should not exact tribute from tlioso Borana and other tribes who live 
on our su e when they cross for watering in the dry season into Abyssinian territory, 
lliese tribes include the two sections of the Borana mentioned almve, the Sakuv’e, 
Gabra Algan, M atta, and Ajuran. These are British subjects and must not lie taxed 
by tho Abyssmians. 

To the Abyssinian* the importance of the question lies in the people to lie taxed 
whereas Tor us the main point is the laud itself and the water question. 

The district between the old red line and Major Gwynn's beacons is, I believe 
not permanently inhabited and consequently the delay in dcfinitclv claiming the 
beacon line as to the frontier will not complicate the future settlement bv allowin" 
the Abyssmians to tax people now whom in a few months thev would have to 
recognize as our subjects. 

To limit our patrols, therefore, for the time to the old re<I line appears to me a 
concession which will in no way weaken our claim for rectification of the frontier on 
Major Gwvnn s lines, but certainly will assist us by calming the Abyssinian suspicion 
that we intend to take the new line by force, until we are prepared to discuss 
the matter with them. 

At the same time you should at once protest if you notice any attempt on tho 
Abyssinian side to strengthen their claim to maintain the territorv south of the beacon 
line by building zerebas, or planting down Borana tribes there and so forth, as the 
survey 1 '" 1 ' S l ° maltcra °" 1,0111 sidcs as "'ey were licfore Major Gwynn’s 

1 he most important point for us in this connection is that it gives us the right. 
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pending a settlement, to hold Moyale ns well as Gaddaduma, which, although debat¬ 
able land according to the rod line, has nevertheless been held four years by 
Sir. Zaphiro, who had a post there. Our occupation lias also during this time been so 
far recognised by the Ahyssinians that they have levied no tribute from the natives 
living there. 

These rights you should maintain, and if any attempt is now made by Balam- 
baras Walda Gabriel to tax the Gaddaduma natives, you should enter a strong 
protest and at once report the matter to me. 

I am not aware when I shall I* authorised to open this question of tho frontier, 
but I believe there must be considerable delay before it is possible to do so. 

In the meantime I must ask you to observe the almve agreement, which I am 
reporting to the Foreign Office, although at the same time to lose no opportunity of 
impressing on the Abyssuunn local authorities that the frontier in the future’will 
follow the beacon line and that the matter is only awaiting settlement at Adis Ababa. 

I would not advise the holding of a |iost at Gaddaduma by regular troops, hut I 
certainly think it would he well to patrol that line, as held by Mr. Zaphiro, from time 
to time, and if you have any Abyssinian irregulars, to let them ramp there to maintain 
our claim and to watch that the Balambams does not attempt to tax the pimple. 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[7200J No. 30. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Receiced March 1.) 

Sir ’ , . , Downing Street, February 28, 1910. 

Mllll reference to previous correspondence on the subject of tho situation in 
Somaliland, I am directed by the Earl of Crewo to transmit to you, for the considera¬ 
tion of Secretary Sir E. Grey, the accompanying copy of ii telegram from the 
Commissioner of Somaliland res|ieoting raids in the protectorate. 

2. 1 am to invite special attention to tho Inst sentence of the commissioner’s 
telegram, and to enquire whether Sir E. Grey can see his way to make tho represents 
tions desired by Sir ft. Manning. 

I am, &c. 

G. V. FI DDES. 


Enclosure in No. 30. 

Comminiontr Sir IF. //. Manning to the Hart of Creuie. 

I Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.; P. February 10, 1910 

ON the 12th February a raid was made by Baghcri dervishes 15 miles’south of 
Uadweina on Ilabr Yums stock. About 1,000 camels were taken. It is reported 
that four men were killed The raiding party i« said to consist of 350 dervishes on 
foot and 12 mounted. Tho friendly tribes collected over 100 riflemen and a largo 
number of spearmen, but failed to rocoi er the stock. It is reported that the friendlies 
have behaved in a cowardly manner. I was present myself at Oadweinn tho day 
before the'raid, and I had insisted on riflemen being sent to Zaribas under reliable 
leaders. The attitude of the Akhils is apathetic. 

I think that the raid now reported will have a good effect in proving to the tribes 
the necessity for properly organised tribal defence. 

I had an interview with the western Ilabr Yunis at Adadlch, and I have arranged 
with them for the further issue of rifles for tribal defence under reliable leaders 
™* sho,,ld effective. The raid on the western Ilabr Yunis, reported in my 
Tfrrr Ihe lst * c| iruaiy, is no * proved to have had no connection with the 
-Mullah, but was carried out by Abyssinian Somalis, I have made strong representa¬ 
tions to the Bntish Minister at Adis Ababa, and I have to request that similar 
representations may be made from London, asking that the stock mnv lie returned 
and that raiding may cease. 


U'ts] 
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[7297] . No. 31. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received March 2.) 

gir, Downing Street , March 1, 1910. 

I AM directed by the Karl of Crewe to acknowledge the receipt of your letters 
of the 12th February and of the 19th February, relating to the southern frontier of 
Abyssinia. 

2. I am to request you to inform Secretary Sir E. Grey that his Lordship concurs 
in the draft instruction’s which it is proposed to send to llis Majesty's Minister at 
Adis Ababa, and that ho Shari's Sir E. Grey’s views, ns expressed in your letter of the 
loth ultimo, as to the retention of the Gnddaduma corner and the discouraging of 
Horan emigration from Abyssinia into British territory. 

3. laird Crewe readily agrees to allow M. Zaphiro’s services to remain at the 
disposal of Mr. Thesiger until the conclusion of the frontier negotiations. 

I am, &c. 

G. V. FIDDF.S. 


[7297] No. 32. 

Sir Edward Greu to Mr. Thettger. 

(No. 24.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 8 , 1910. 

’ WITH reference to my despatch No. 77 of the 22nd July, 1909, relative to the 
Southern frontier of Abyssinia, I transmit to you herewith five copies of the map 
prepared by the recent Boundary Commission under Major Gwynn, showing the line 
which llis Majesty's Government consider should he adopted ns tho frontier. 

In view of the present situation at Adis Ababa, and the apparent improbability of 
inducing the Abyssinian Government to come to any definite agreement until internal 
matters have settled themselves after Menelek’s death, you arc authorised to select 
your own time for opening the frontier negotiations. Though, of course, you will 
take advantage of any opportunity that offers a reasonable hope of settling this 
question, you should bear in mind that His Majesty's Government have no cause to 
press matters to a conclusion, since for practical purposes the arrangements now being 
made by the authorities of British East Africa to watch Major Gwynn’s line will 
ensure the protection of the tribes on the British side of the frontier, and, provided 
that the line is respected locally, its formal recognition by the Abyssinian Government 
is a matter of less moment. 

When, however, the negotiations are opened, it will be necessary to explain to 
the Abyssinian Government the discrepancies between the frontier, as demarcated by 
Major Gwynn and the line laid down in the Agreement of the 6th Hecemlier, 1907. 

A reference to the accompanying map will show that these differences can be 
divided for the purpose of the negotiations into two parts. 

Taking the frontier from its start at the junction of the Hirers Julia (Ganale) 
and Dana ns far as Churre Morale, you will oliservc that from Malka Murri to 
Gandad Guda territory is conceded to the Abyssinians, and from G. Burduras to Guda, 
a short distance west of Churre Moyale, the line is mollified in favour of Great 
Britain. 

These two areas can fairly lie set olf against one another, and the Abyssinian 
Government may reasonably be expected to agree to the new line, which more detailed 
knowledge of the country has shown to be the most suitable boundary. 

Tho line described in the 1907 Agreement from Churn* Moyale to Lake Stephanie 
is clearly shown by Major Gwynn's Report to be unworkable, and it will therefore be 
necessary to press for the alternative line suggested by him, i.e., a line running from 
G. Werda through G. Gomo, Sliancj Peaks, K. Godaloni, K. Kuro, Galla Guvo, 
G. Gora, G. Saki, Ado, G. llolioda, G. Gorai, G. Soi, G. Watich, to G. Afur, where it 
rejoins the boundary as described by Major Gwynn in the enclosure to his Report of 
the 3rd Novcmlier last (Colonial Office letter of the 12th November, 1909). 

This modification must lie claimed on the ground of administrative necessity, and 
it cau lie pointed out to the Abyssinian Government that the territory thus acquired 
by Great Britain is of little or no value in itself, while the Abyssinians retain all the 
advantages secured to them by the line laid down in the 1907 Agreement. 


In the event of the Abyssinian Government being unwilling to make this con¬ 
cession which it may bo noted would be in accordance with the general principles of 
frontier settlements in Africa, you should remind them that His Majesty’s Government 
have still a valid claim, on behalf of the Garro tribe, to the large and valuable district 
of Gulia Gnllgallo, south of the River Dana, and that they consider that the proposed 
rectification from G. Wcnla to G. Afur is a very moderate price lor the Abyssinian 
Government to pay in order to secure the Cuba Gnllgallo territory. 

The remainder of the frontier, from G. Afur to the junetion of tho Akolio anil 
llibor Rivers, practically follows the 1907 line, and should raise no difficulty, such 
slight modifications as there are being nearly all favourable to Abyssinia. 

Generally speaking, you should base your discussions with the Abyssinian Govern¬ 
ment on the terms of Major Gwynn’s reports, with which His Majesty’s Government 
entirely concur, and you should insist on the line as described by that officer, with the 
exception of the section from G. TVenla to G. Afur, which should run as detailed in 
his alternative proposal enclosed in his letter of tho 3rd November last. 

Finally, it must be remembered that tho responsibility tor introducing modifi¬ 
cations in the frontier line without reference to tho Abyssinian Government was 
forced on tho British Commission by the action of that Government in pot sending 
their representatives to accompany Major Gwynn; and though llis Majesty s 
Government have every desire to act in the spirit of friendship which animates them 
towards Abyssinia, they must adhere to Major Gwynn's boundary, which appears to 
them to oiler the best, and, indeed, tho only suitable, lino for tho administrative 
requirements of both Governments. 

H I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[8580] 


No. 33. 


Mr. Therigcr to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 12.) 

8^r° Adi* Ababa, February 18, 1910. 

’ I HAVE the honour to report that the Abyssinian Government arc now trying 
to get a clear definition of the situation as concerns the railway from the French 
Government point of view. 

The Abvssinian Government maintain, with every appearance of right, that tne 
Vitalien concession was given to a private company, and that the French Government 
bound themselves by distinct promises,not to interfere in tho question, either by 
advancing iiionov or by giving a guarantee to the company, anil that their present 
claim to exercise control over the construction and management of the line is a 
distinct breach of their engagements. 

Theso views arc based on the following documents 

1. A clear promise on the part of M. Kloboukowsky that the French Govern¬ 
ment would only he an intermediary in the transference of the railway from tho 
old company to tho new, and that, once that work completed, they would withdraw 
entirely from the alTair. leaving the construction and management of the line to private 
enterprise. It was on the strength of ibis letter among others that the Vitalien 
concession was granted. ,, ■ , ,i 

2 That by article 8 of the eonce> in the company could only approach the 
French Government for aid when they had shown that their revenues derived from their 
capital of 60,000,000 fr., from their takings, and from tho 4 per cent, authorised to lie 
levied on all merchandise carried by them were insufficient. 

3. On a letter from M.Brice, written on the 26th May, 100S, in which the nbovo 
■mint is definitely accepted by him on behalf of his Government, and on the answer 
sent on the same dav by the Abvssinian Government acknowledging tins letter, and 
lavin- particular stress on the fact that the French Government were not to come to 
the aid of the company cither by loans or by guarantees until their own revenues 
were proved insufficient 

4. On M. Ilaliot's letter of the 29th August, 1909. 

Three days ago M. Brice called on Ras Tesamma to ask the intentions of tho 
Abvssinian Government, and the latter told him that the Abyssinians had no intention 
of departing from their agreements or of altering a word in the Vitalien concession, 
but that they absolutely refused to recognise the right of the French Government to 
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^"‘management oft^ne"“Z^'enT C ™™J°l tr °' ° Vcr ,hc “"''ruction 

a^^^iS-£S33^£P»s 

ja^f^sjaar-WswiS 

porfeeth- rem™ to' ^ I**, h “ 6 “«mmcnt was 

claimedrighto whicITSLiiot heLrtfi al . ,l ' n “"eossion, but that the French now 
concession, adding that lie hL/ta^mfdM"iw '.T V"?"’ ? s * in * t , lhl ' s P irit of ">« 
not be come to on ttteso v^b lh^n i,^ ‘,5 “ * clear understanding could 

""T.SZ.VZ ^X»w' 5 roS 3 ff‘“ • m * 

rights. m ‘ ‘° A ' JSS " llan Government arc perfectly within their 

.ho, Kfif in f wither 1 '&ar t or , ‘“,t" aZT, ‘“ r *»T" ta »" 

ssr^tSf**** tt 

back^CfcS "agreements "maTe'Ztween 7 B &£T h 

ignoring tho fact that all II, Kloboukowsky’s* oreads"™ I 7 “ nd tb ® Emperor, 
far os they were accepted by the Vbvssinian QoveJ^ J • Jt 0,,lbodlcd * 80 

which must be hold to have ,v , J onTan^ 1 ,h " Y ,lalie " concession, 

in the preliminary discussions, Lies, they XTftoreawh^T? ? r ? VCn •*"“* «° 

rsssr <* s « -K^ra's^att 

wi« h. m, e^e;Ir!;“;::;iell! , J;^:r ,, v a ^ or r ,cnt r w* - 

their guarantee to the company, the 'ra'lwnv may ret b“ U^on'tlS Tm"' 
concesston, but otherwise it would appear that i deadlock has btnUch^d 

I have, &c. 

_ WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


W581] N<x3L 

(No. 11.) Mr Tll "" Jrr 10 Sir E ' l " nri ‘ Grey. — (Received March 12.) 

Sir, 4 

honoiir l |o l nsk < ymi^f C 8OTi^m^ 0 ^^°” takerf 1 

semi a consul here ,o look after their interest. b 8 G ^ Government to 

Cheat the other 5 clrar P 01 " 1 18 ,hat “<* i» deliberately trying to 

fmds^'theTcaseTgoing'against'w'm^he'renmfiT r ' en Tt vHj** 1v ^* n P ln * n ^®°rdefendant 
acknowledge th^j , irtsdic| 1 ion of the legation anj^onger! 81 Pr ° , ‘' C "°" l ° 

nndeJiml^t,“^"-““P*^ ™ a cost 

brought'toX'n y otfce P of V fhe' a™ ,eprrsenU fT has - 1 believe, already been 

forthem" ^ wTTl^rt %££ 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 
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[6779] No. 35. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

S ‘ r ’ _r . .. Foreign Office. March I t, 1910. 

r « i 1 ■ • ,'crenec to your letter of the 1st iustant respecting the southern frontier 
of Abyssinia, l a m directe d by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to 
be laid before the Secretary of State for the Colonies, a copy of a despatch from His 
Majesty s Minister at Adis Ababa on the subject® 

Sir E. Grey proposes with the Earl of Crewe's concurrence, to approve tho 
temporary arrangement made by Mr. Thesiger, provided that it is clearly understood 
that Ills Majesty s Government intend to hold Major Gwynn's lino as soon as the maps 
showing the line reach Adis Ababa, and can bo explained to the Abyssinians. 

I am, &c. 

W. LANGLEY. 


[9279] No. 30. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 17.) 

?ir ' . ... .. „ Downing Street, March 16,1910. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonics to transmit to you, for 
the information of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, with reference to letter from the 
t .Tr Office of tho 22nd February, copies of despatches from the Acting Governor, 
hast AInce Protectorate, and to and from the Treasury, on the subject of the adminis- 
tration of the district m tho neighbourhood of tho boundary between Abyssinin and 
the bast Africa Protectorate. 

I am. Ac. 

FRANCIS J. S. HOPWOOD. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 30. 

._ „ , ... -Mr. Jackson to the Earl of Crewe. 

(Confidential.) 

My lord. . Government House, Nairobi, January 5, 1910. 

IN reply to your I/mlslnp s telegram of the 13th December and in continuation 
, d “Wf h No- 91, Confidential, of the 22nd November last, I have the honour to 
"rentier distriet'-—* a " ltlo " al ob “ rva "on» ■» regard to the formation of a northern 

2. I gather that your Lordship is not adverse to the scheme in priueiple, but 
22ST fu ! cr fi P a ? e,al ' ,c ‘ al,s , I1, “° " > 8 - unfortunately, not altogether easy to 
supply, as the whole question depends largely, if not entirely, on the provision of 
transport, which in those regi is is carried on almost exclusively by means of camels. 

3. I understand from your Lordship's confidential despatch of the 25th November 
Ir w • r “rr^Pondcnco on tho subject of the boundary, that belli your Lordship and 
ills Majesty s I nncipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs are inclined to insist on 

the retention m British hands of certain points essential to the administration of the 

frontier which are admittedly on tho Abyssinian sido of the line originally laid down. 
,he ,/° ‘ C5 "°" d ■*’ j" 8t, , llc<l .5® P 1 ™ of necessity, and would be supported by 
the effective occupation of the points m question. ’ 

4. I should like to make it clear that the whole scheme of frontier control liinces 
onthe adoption of this position in regard to Abyssinian claims, and that if we in any 
anvib- 1 ” °"5 P; c,on ? l " n -“ in this connection it would lwt useless to attempt to do 
ilarrino? K- - VO 'l d , Marsa ' l >t. " °. sh ? ul< • 1,1 f “«. >'avc to recall Mr. Barrett from Fort 
w!i gl ' nild -V a ? alre 25 . the hwder.oncc more in the hands of Mr. Zaphiro and 
nr«cF™ 8S,n i an a "*‘ llarlcs - Tins would, in my opinion, involve a disastrous loss of 

an . r r °| Jd [ M ''T olun ''' th ? ox,s tance of an Alsatia on our northern frontiers, 
which cannot fail to be a continual source of troublo and annoyance in the future. 


[1743] 
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5. I will assume, then, that the points which we need for frontier administration 
will ho included in British territory and effectively occupied and garrisoned, as Fort 
Harrington is at present. It is difficult without personal knowledge to say what posts 
will actually be required, but I am inclined to think that for the present three posts 
will be sufficient—one at Dolo, one at Fort Harrington, and one at some point towards 
tho western extremity of the line. This will have to be selected later. Between these 
posts a system of patrols will be established ensuring a fairly constant inspection of 
the whole length of the boundary. As supplies could not be obtained in the 
neighbourhood of tho posts, and it would be undesirable to depend upon Abyssinian 
sources, Uaranbit must be regarded as the advance base for the whole line, with Heru 
and the rich Kenya districts on which to fall back. 

0. As time goes on, certainly at Marsahit and probably at the other posts, the 
garrisons will be ublo to grow crops to a sufficient extent to supply their necessities, 
at any rate, in part, but for tho first few months everything will have to be carried up 
on camels. The latter aro not expensive in themselves, and if wo levy, as proposed, a 
property tax on tho llendilo—which they quite expect, and are perfectly ready to pay 
in return for the protection against Abyssinian raids which our presence at Maraabit 
gives them—wo shall bo able to maintain our transport service out of the animals paid 
in. Camel syces aro, however, expensive, particularly if Somalis, who are far the best, 
aro employed. 

7. Apart from transport, I anticipate scarcely any, if anv, additional expenditure 
in excess of tho estimate for 1010-11 already submitted. The stations at Marsabit 
and Meru have already lieou provided for in the Xnivashn anti Kenya provincial votes, 
and a re-allocation is all that is required. Tho frontier patrols should, in my opinion] 
bo furnished by the King's African Hides. 

8. Taking one thing with another, I should be inclined to put the probable cost 
of the three boundary stations at 1,0001. each for the first year, or 3,0001. iu all, but 1 
am not persuaded as yet that three stations will Ikj required. I feel sure, however, 
that we shall ho amply repaid for this expenditure if wo can exercise an efficient 
control along the frontier. 

I have, Sc. 

(In the absence of tho Governor), 

F. J. JACKSON. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 30. 

Colonial Office to Treasury. 

Sir, Downing Street, February Iff, 1910. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Crewe to transmit to you, to be laid liefore the 
lords Commissioners of the Treasury, with reference to the letter from this office of 
tho 1th January, a copy of a further dispatch from the Governor of tho East Africa 
Protectorate,® with regard to the steps to be taken for bringing under more effective 
control the district in tho neighbourhood of the boundary lietween Abyssinia and the 
protectorate. 

2. Sir Percy Girouard is right in thinking that it is the policy of His Majesty's 
Government, in their negotiations with the Abyssinian Government as to the boundary, 
to insist on the retention in British hands of certain points essential to the administra¬ 
tion of the frontier, which have been indicated by Major Gwynn in the reports, of 
which copies aro already before the Lords Commissioners. 1 am to add tluit the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has expressed the opinion that it is very 
desirable to ensure that tho frontier shall lie respected locally bv the Abyssinians, anil 
that the natives on the British side of the boundary should be protected from 
Abyssinian raids, and that, if this is done, the difficulties which will probably lie 
raised by the Abyssinian Government before they accept Major Gwynn’s line, and the 
consequent delay iu reaching a settlement, will bwome of little importance. 

3. It appears from the present despatch that the governor is not able to give anv 
detailed estimate of tho expenditure which will be necessitated by bringing tile district 
in question under control. He has provided in the Estimates for 1910-11, which ore 
now before the lords Commissioners, for three additional political officers. It appears 
from this despatch that he contemplates, in addition to the expenditure already 
proposed in the Estimates, an outside further expenditure of 3,0001. in forming three 
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new stations on the frontier, or less if all three stations arc not required. In 
paragraph 15 of his despatch covering tho Estimates, a copy of which was sent to you 
in the letter from this office of the fflst January, he pointed out that he had made no 
specific provision for the more effective occupation of the border, but that he 
anticipated no difficulty in meeting tho expenditure required by a re-allocation from 
other heads when the time arrived. 

4. In these circumstances, Ixml Crewe would ask the lairds Commissioners to 
approve of expenditure in 1910-11 up to 3,000/., if so much is required, for the 
establishment of stations on the boundary, on tho understanding that the amount 
required will lie found by re-allocations from tho expenditure already proposed Iu the 
draft estimates for 1910-11. In approving of tho proposed expenditure. Lord Crewo 
would ask the governor to indicate precisely from what heads of expenditure tho 
necessary rc-allocations would be made. 

I am, Ac. 

G. V. FIDDES. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 30. 

Treasury to Colonial Office. 

Sir, __ Treasury Chambers, March 5, 1910. 

THE lairds Commissioners of Ilis Majesty’s Treasury have had before them 
Mr. Fiddes's lottcr of tho 12th ultimo, enclosing a copy of a further despatch from tho 
Governor of the East Africa Protectorate witii regard to the stops to bo taken for 
bringing under more effective control tho district in tho neighbourhood of tho 
boundary between Abyssinia and tho protectorate. • 

In reply, I am to state that my [yards concur iu the proposals of tho Earl of Crewo 
as regards the administration of this district, and, as will lie seen from their letter of 
the 21th ultimo, they have agreed to tho inclusion of the sum of 3,0001. on this account 
in the East Africa Protcctoralo Estimates for 1910-11. 

I am, Ac. 

T. L. HEATH. 


[94681 No. 37. 

Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received March 19.) 

(No. 13. Confidential.) 

Sir, ^ ^ Adis Ababa, February 2o, 1910. 

WITH reference to Sir Eldon Gorst's confidential despatch of the 4th February 
regarding the agreement between the Queen, Baa Guksa, and Has AVolyc for joint 
action ou the Emperor’s death. I have the honour to send the following details :— 

It can betaken as certain that the Queen will make every effort to retain the 
almost absolute power, which she at present holds, after Menclek's death. 

To this end she has for some time past been marrying her relations to influential 
people, and nominating her adherents to important posts, while overthrowing such as 
opposed her will. 

The nomination of Lij Ynsu as heir was certainly a blow to her hopes, and lias 
placed a strong liarricr between her ami their realisation, without, however, entirely 
destroying them. 

At present the situation is, in my opinion, as follows:— 

Has Tcsamma will lie faithful to the Emperor and will support Lij Yasu to tho 
last, and he has behind him the principal Slioan leaders, who bate the Queen. In the 
capital, therefore, this jiarty is supreme, and is supported by public opinion. Doubt 
is expressed, however, on many sides as to the political leanings of the Fitaurari 
Hapta Giorgis, Minister for War and Foreign Affairs. His personal relations to 
Ras Tcsamma have not always been friendly, and many believe bint to be a supporter 
of the Queen. I have reason however to doubt this, and although at present lie will 
not openly support either side. 1 believe he will ultimately lie found on tho side of 
Lij Aasu. Has Michael can naturally be counted on to protect his son’s interests, and 
I think the same can .be said of Ras Walda-Giorgis, w ho remains in his own province 
and refuses to come to Adis Ababa. 
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!i™th '"'nt o'j' mt th T thrc f hare a ? rccJ U P°" concerted action on the Emperor's 
ninth, the Queen can also reckon on ltas Uailu, whom she raised in hi. 

?^tourari°K^n Crn w °- f Gop T and . married *° her cousin, and upon the help of 

Wdk™ of WinT'tdn ,T 0m ? PP " lnt, '. <1 ,hr °c ' la .« “go an Governo? of 

noiKait, ana of Uejaz Admnsu, a son of a cousin of the Queen who Ins ilsn 
been transferred from the Governorship of Molkait to that of Sim’yen Her pmrer is 
thus concentrated in the highlands all around Jaike Tsana. ‘ 1 

Ilcr party has however, many inherent weaknesses. Itas Guksa himself is a man 

AtaJuCther" Sj/t^toTCn ^tsTei^ 

lliis mental weakness of her two principal supporters undoubtedly facilitit s the 
present mtngues of the Queen, but will tell 'agains't’L shonldTt cvcr' ^ 

Her plans undoubtedly count upon being able to (scape with Itas Guksa to 

in 0 vi t a hi v°fol low to mask T 1 "'''"' 8 dcath . occurs - to the confusion which will 

E 2 1 Tw 1 k m “r aml P rcrc “t purauit until she has covered tho 
four days tide wh eh would bring her to the Blue Nile, where she would be safe 

the dislike of"' faCl ria 10 , : avo tl,e first '"formation of Mcnelek’s death and 

l e d,s',he of responsibility which characterises the members of the Government the 

— *• 

i™ft r;'s?, •*“ “!■ S 

to SDlitun th kingdom -occessimi and were opposed to anything that would tend 
to split up the kingdom again into independent States. 

. Jl !° r ['b’°nt thanked me for what I had told him, and appeared to take the matter 
seriously, but would say nothing further on the subject 

There remains, however, a third party which is even more dangerous to 
nanmU-'Th ' , . 1 . ,c 8 r L t - v ,l ‘“" “uy possible combination that the Queen could raise 
Gnkla eSnd”? '°"f K At ‘ "I ''Cir to the Tlgrean £ 

A H one iw! f ' randson , Hf King John, IS at Adis Ababa practically a prisoner at large 
or tr it3T r 0f ,r" l .': r l' ar, - v ." , is 1 U >‘« possible that, if be also wereTo 
hctw«nth£ two Tho Tlerer d “ 1 tl '; ,1'C "0“"1 come to hold the balance 

Um "nmv^l. PO f"T b y ," , J k,,il -. who , l,av c usually thrown in their lot with Tigrc while 
the praunec of Usta, the rule or which has lately been restored to Girmi a direct 
d There wonld H assl . ,0 "" ,s ' W,U P rnlialll . v "“tell events and accept the winning side 

against the UIf he ^" ^ a !‘- v *"» ” f »l»ch might combine 

against me tliml. If the Shoons can purchase the aid. or even the neutrality of 
t.gre by giving to Dejar. Guksa bis full rights as Has of Tigre, thev would IMI-ve 
miglit a rair ygteat madlr ' n dcali “S " U " an >- rcv o.t which the Q.tU party 

On tho other hand if they fail in this their difficulties will lie enormously 
increased, as they would have to take each rebellion separately-, and face the 
possibility of a temporary combination against them. 

This state of things can, however, only- result from gross neglect of the most 
ordinary precautions. With the Queen, Has’ Guksa, and Dejai Guksa in hU power* 
lias Tesamma should be master of the situation; but, riven be rfate tf 

tTcfyXcrthoo"' h e' Ch , tl,C .? D1P ? r0r ' 9 l0, ‘" “■*« ibrown tile Governm^, the 
1 “ , Quc™ bas thereby acquired, and the fear of responsibility which 
is not in »— 

I have, &c. 

W. G. THESIGER. 
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T9455] No. 38. 

Sir E. Gorst to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received March 19.) 

(No. 8. Africa.) 

“f* _ _ , , Cairo, March 11, 1910. 

I HAY t the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 2, Africa, 
of the 17th January, relative to the extension of the Abyssinian telegraph service, and 
instructing me to ascertain the views of the Soudan Government as to the proposal to 
connect GonS and Taufikia. 

'the views of the Soudan Government on this question yvere communicated to 
His Majesty’s acting consul-general at Adis Ababa on the 1th August last year in a 
memorandum, copy of which I have the honour to enclose, by Major Turner, R.E., 
Director of Posts and Telegraphs in the Soudan. 

Sir R. Wingate informs me that a survey is now being carried out in order to 
obtain the data required to place the Soudan Government in a position to fully 
consider the proposition, when the adhesion of the Abyssinian Government to tho 
International Telegraph Convention and Service Regulations is assured. 

I lmve, &c\ 

ELDON GORST. 


Enclosure in No. 38. 

Major Turner to iAtrd 11. llervey. 

Slr - ... , , Winchester, August 4, 1909. 

IN reply to your despatch of the 29th May, 1909, on the subject of the wish of 
the Abyssinian Government to establish telegraphic service from Adis Ababa to 
connect with the Soudan on their western boundary. I have been instructed by the 
Governor-General to inform you that the Soudan Government generally view the 
project with favour, and would lie prepared to consider the question of the feasibility 
of linking up the Soudan system with that of the projected line. 

I am, however, directed to say that, ns a preliminary to the Abyssinian 
Government building and working a line in the way they suggest, it would' appear 
essential to the Soudan Government that the adhesion of the Abyssinian Government 
to the International Telegraph Convention and Service Regulation!, for which it is 
understood application has already been made, should he an accomplished fact, and 
for an agreement to lie signed between the Abyssinian Government and the Soudan 
Government as to the working of the joint line. Such an agreement would cover the 
arrangements for accounting between the two Governments and for the provision of 
an efficient service. 

In the meanwhile, preliminary steps will bo taken lo obtain the necessary data to 
plac- the .Soudan Government in a position to fully consider the proposition on receipt 
of a further communication from you. 

The Governor-Gcncr.il would also lie much obliged for any information that you 
could give as to the arrangements in force for the working and maintenance of "the 
telegraph and telephone lines at present existing in Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

E. V. TURNER. 


[9988] No. 39. 

Mr. Thetiytr to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 22.) 

(No. 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Ababa, March 22, 1910. 

THE chiefs of Shoa yesterday stated to the Abuna that Has Tessama had broken 
his oath regarding the successor to the throne in allowing Queen Taitou autocratic 
power. They requested that Her Majesty should give up all authority and that Has 
Tessama rule alone. 

[1713] K 
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This declaration was prearranged by lias Tessama and the Shoon chiefs with the 
approval of the principal rases. 

In consequence of this I expect the matter will be successfully solved and that no 
disturbances are likely to occur. 

I have agreed with the Italian and French Minister to give lias Tessama moral 
assistance if approached by him on this subject. 


[10367] No. 40. 

Colonial Office lo Foreign Office.—(Received .Wareh 20.) 

Sir ' T .. , Downing Street, March 24, 1910. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to vou, for 
the information of Secretary Sir E. Grey, with reference to letter from the Colonial 
Office of the 31st January, a copy of a despatch from the Commissioner, Somaliland 
on the subject of the proposal to connect the Abyssinian and Somaliland telegraphs. 

1 am, Ac. 

FRANCIS J. S. HOPWOOD. 


Enclosure in No. 40. 

Commissioner Sir If. II. Manning lo the Earl of Crewe. 

(Confidential.) 

“X Ilerbera, March 1, 1010. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch 
No. 8 of the 2Sth January relative to the pro|iosnl of the Abyssinian Government to 
extend their telegraph service from lfarrar to Jigjiga, and there to connect it with the 
Somaliland telegraph system. 

~. In view of the proposed policy of llis Majesty's Government with regard to 
Somaliland, I would suggest that tile Abyssinian Government lie informed that there 
is no present prospect of this protectorate being able to extend its telegraph system 
sufficiently far to the west to enable the desired connection to he made. 

1 have, Ac. 

W. H. MANNING. 


[10503] No. 41. 


Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received March 20.) 

(No. 14.) 

°‘ r ' . Ad " Moba . March 3, 1910. 

'*1111 reference to my despatch No. 5 of the 21st January, I have the honour to 
report that Dejaz llaleha has been removed from the governorship of Harmr, and that 
Dejaz Taffari, theonly sou of Has Makunan, has been appointed in his place. 

Dejaz Taffari is about IS years of nge, and, unfortunately, not of a very strong 
constitution. His appointment, however, will lie most popular in Harmr, where his 
late father's prestige will secure him the devoted adherence of all Rns Makunan's 
officers. 

As regards British interests, no appointment could lurve lieen more hopeful. 
Dejaz TalTari himself, from what I have seen and heard of him. is very well disposed 
towards us, and Fitaurari Bnnti, who will command the troops in this district, is also 
most friendly. It will now, 1 hope, lie possible to restore order on the border, and 
once more put in force the old frontier agreements made between Major Swayne ami 
lias -Makunan for the settlement of tribal disputes. 

During the last four weeks matters have gone from bad lo worse, and General 
Manning has reported several serious raids, in which some 5.000 camels were looted 
front our tribes. I am pressing for the restoration of the looted animals and the 
punishment of the offenders, and am writing to the Commissioner of Somaliland by 
this mail to know if he would lie satisfied with the restoration of the old liorder 
agreements, which, on the Abyssinian side, have been allowed to fall into disuse, or 
whether there are any alterations which he would wish to see introduced. 
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I hope to see both Dejaz BalTari and Fitaurari Banti liefore they leave for Horror, 
and will impress upon them the necessity of appointing strong men to the governorship 
of the Ogaden trilies, and for a thorough restoration of order on the frontier and the 
suppression of the trade in rifles to the Somalis. 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[10373] No. 42. 

Sir Edward Greg lo Mr. Thesiger. 

(No. 41.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , April 7, 1910. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 9 of the -1th February, transmitting a 
memorandum concerning the southern frontier of Abyssinia, and stating that you have 
informed Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis that you are prepared, pending the discussion at 
Adis Ababa of the question of the new line, to recognise the maintenance of frontier 
conditions as they were before Major Gwynn's survey. 

Your action is approved, provided that you make it quite clear to the Abyssinian 
Government that His Majesty's Government intend to hold Major Gwynn's line as soon 
as the maps showing it reach Adis Ababa and can be explained to the Abyssinions. 

I am, Ac. 

E. GREY. 


[12011] No. 43. 

Mr. Thesiger lo Sir Edward Greg .— Received April 9.) 

(No. 15. Confidential.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa, March 11, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the situation here has been somewhat strained 
during the past few days. 

The Queen has lieen steadily increasing her power by settling every question 
which comes liefore the council according to her own will, and has apparently met 
with no opposition from ltas Tesamma, who appears daily to become more apathetic 
and indifferent ns regards such decisions. 

The King's party were in consequence looking forward to tho arrival of 
Dejaz Abate, the brother-in-law of ltas Tesamma, ns a means of regaining their hold 
on aflairs. The Dejazmatch is a strong man, and his return to the capital with the 
army which hail been victorious in Tigre would in all probability have altered tho 
position of aflairs very considerably. The Queen, however, knowing his hostility to 
herself, induced the council to issue orders that he was not to return to Adis Ababa, 
and that he was to hand over all his guns to Ras Wolye of Yejju, her brother and 
partisan. Dejaz Abata absolutely refused to obey these orders, which he declared to 
be an insult to himself and to bis troops,and continued his march. In the meantime, 
the Queen called up 2.000 of h r troops from Khambatta, and, on their arrival early 
this week, orders were issued by Rns Tesamma for some 4,000 cavalry anil infantry of 
the King’s troops to stand to their arms and to await orders. 

The exact reason underlying this order it is impossible to ascertain, but 1 believe 
that the Queen had made up her mind to prevent Dejaz Aliatn from entering tho 
capital, ar.d was prepared to uso force if necessary. Her difficulty, however, lay in 
the fact that her own troops were not strong enough to overawe Dejaz Abata’s army, 
and to send them out would give him a welcome chance of fighting them, while there 
was always the chance that, if the King's troops were sent, they would make common 
cause with the Dejazmatch. 

Negotiations were therefore renewed, and, after other failure., a settlement was 
finally arrived at. and on Thursday Dejaz Abata handed over his guns to the 
Vice-Governor of Warra llilu. and was given the governorship of the four small 
districts of Jamma, Mida, Gishi, and Autokia, on which lie could billet his army. 

Thus for the moment things have resumed their natural course, but the tension 
is lieeoming ever more apparent, and the general prayer appears to be that the Emperor 
might die speedily and allow a definite settlement to be readied. 
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The Queen lias recently appointed Ras Mangasba Governor of \Vala~a, thus 
rounding off the circle of districts over which she has a certain hold, and at the same 
time giving the Ras the power and the right of increasing his retinue of soldiers and 
retainers here in Adis Ababa, where he will remain. 

She 1ms also of late indirectly endeavoured to induce the legations to bring all 
questions to her instead of to the Fitaurari or Ras Tesarama, which in Abyssinian 
eyes would l»o a tacit acknowledgment by the Powers of her right to the supreme 
voice in Ethiopian affairs. In this respect, however, her plans will not succeed. 

The removal of Dejaz Ualeha from llarrar has also been a severe blow to her, 
but, although not likely to be forgiven, it will not in any way alter her determination 
to retain her power. 

On the other hand, the plans of the King’s party are altogether unknown. In 
spit* of his present apathy, which I attribute co the strain of overwork, I believe 
that Rns Tesamma is confident that, when the moment comes, bo will be strong 
enough in the capital to deal with the situation, and Dejaz Abata is near enough to 
come to his assistance in a few days. The idea tliat the King’s party arc concentrating 
their power outside the capital is strengthened by the report that inen like 
Fitaurari Haptn Mariam of Zukwala, who used always to come into Adis Ababa in the 
summer, will this year remain in their own districts. 

The situation is certainly strained, but for the moment there appears no danger 
of an outbreak between the two parties, and no present need for anxiety as regards 
the position of the Europeans here. 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[ 12930 j No. -14. 

Mr. Thcgiycr to Sir Edirard Grey.—{Received April 10.) 

(No. 10.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa, March 25, 1010. 

WITH referonc© to my telegram No. 2 of the 22nd instant, I have tho honour to 
report that tho Shoan chiefs have risen against tin* Queen and have determined tliat in 
futuro silo shall exercise no power in political affairs. 

On the 21st tho principal Shoan leaders went in a IkhIvIo the A buna and accused 
Ras Tesamma and til© Fitaurari of having broken tho oath they had taken at tin* time 
of the nomination of I.ij Yasu as heir to the throne, by allowing the Queen to assume 
a power to which sin- had no right, instead of exorcising the full authority which the 
Emperor had delegated to them. 

The Abuna was instructed to inform the Queen of the decision of the Shoan party, 
and the Regent was asked for an explanation of his conduct. 

On the following day another meeting was held, and both Ras Tesamma and the 
Fitaurari declared themselves on tho Shoan side, and there is no doubt that both of 
them had full knowledge In-forehand of what was in progress,although they considered 
it more politic to stnud aside until matters had com*' to a head. 

Tho whole day was spent in discussing tho various aspects of tho case, and it was 
decided to inform the Queen that in future her only duty would be to look after 
th* 1 Emperor, and that the government would be solely in the hands of Ras Tcwunma 
as Regent, and of the various Ministers, who would take an oath to decide all questions 
on their own responsibility and never to refer any matter to the Queen. 

Every precaution had been taken to prevent resistance of any kind. The arsenal 
and the guns in the Glicbi were seized by the Shoan party, and the palace itself strongly 
held by tho King's troops, the Queen being guarded in her own apartments. The latter 
was taken entirely by surprise, and, although she protested furiously against the 
action of the Shoan leaders, was unable to take any action. 

The legations were at once notified by a circular from Ras Tesamma, which 
explained what had happened and gave full assurances that no disorders would be 
allowed. He also asked the Ministers through their interpreters what their opinion 
was of the present crisis. I for my part replied that His Majesty's Government had 
recognised I.ij Yasu as tho Emperor’s heir and Rns Tesamma as Regent with full 
powers to carry on the Government, and that consequently I could only welcome any 
action which would com-olidatc their power and tend to tlic unity of the Empire, and 
tho other legations answered in the same sense. 
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Learning, however, that the Queen intended to appeal to the legations, I went to 
see Count Colli, and we agreed to go together to speak to M. Brice on the subject, so 
that there might be no difference of opinion iu tho answers we should send. It was 
unanimously decided that we should treat this question as one of internal politics 
in which we could not interfere, and that we should inform the Queen in this sense. 

On the following day the Queen sent letters to all the legations, with the exception 
of the German, saying that the people had risen against her, and that she asked for the 
protection of the legations, and that they should support her in her demand to be 
allowed to retain all her provinces, private property, and so forth, and be given a safe 
conduct to her own country. I received also a further letter hinting ut the differences 
with this legation over the llarrar district, in which the Queen declared she had only 
been actuated by the wish to promote the welfare of her own country, and eudiug by 
an appeal to the British sense of justice to the oppressed. 

1 replied that as my instructions were never to interfere in the internal affairs of 
the country I could not intervene in this case, hut that if I might lie allowed to give 
my advice as a friend and not as a Minister, I could only recommend that sin* should 
bow to the will of the people, who desired her to remain here to look after tho 
Emperor, and place herself unreservedly in tho hands of the ltcgent, who would, I 
knew, never forget what was due to the wife of tho Emperor. 

I leant that the Queen, who is virtually a prisoner in tho Qhcbi, absolutely refuses 
to give up her power except on her own conditions, and alternates between fits of 
sullen obstinacy and violent passion. Her latest demand is that, if she ia not to ho 
allowed to go to her own country, she should be permitted to retire with tho 
Emperor to Debra Libanos, where she can nurse him in private. It is perfectly corlain 
that if she were allowed to leave the palace tho Queen would take refuge in her own 
country and attempt to regain her power by force. 

The Shoan party have, I think, shown some weakness in consenting to listen to 
ami discuss her demands, and yesterday at a general meeting, at which the Queen 
was present, it was decided to give her until Monday, tho 28th, to make up her mind. 
'Phis, however, can also lie attributed to the general dislike to use any strong 
measures against the wife of the Emperor while ho still lives, and to the hope that she 
may yet see tho futility of resisting, and accept the terms of the Shoan party. 

The Queen is. however,■very much cleverer than any of her opponents, and to 
prolong tho situation unduly will lie to incur the danger of allowing her time by 
bribery or persuasion to stir up her following to make some effort on her behalf. 

So far this movement has liecn carried out in a most masterly way. Perfect order 
has lieen kept in the town ; and not a shot has lieen fired. Tho Queen’s troops, which 
liavc lieen augmented by the arrival, early in the wcok, of somo 2,000 men from the 
north, have boon allowed to retain their arms, although carefully watched by superior 
numbers, while her principal adherents have been untouched, and only three men have 
brnoi put in chains. Ras Mangasba is confined to the Ghehi, and lias Guksa remains 
iu his own house. The latter sent an officer early in the week to me asking for my 
protection, and for leave to come to the legation for refuge. I answered that I could 
not interfere ; that there was no question, ns he himself acknowledged, of his life 
lieing in danger, and that his best course was therefore to remain quietly at home, to 
do nothing which could lie interpreted as hostility to the Government, and, if any 
accusations were brought again.t him for his conduct in the past, to appeal to 
the tribunals and to trust to tna justice of his country. 

1 have been careful to keep Ras Tesamma informed of every step that I have 
taken in this question, of my reply to Ras Guksa. ami of the contents of iny letter 
to the Queen, which I sent through his hands, as there has been a distinct effort mado 
during tho last few days to spread the rumour that this legation was supporting 
the Queen. ... . . 

I have no fear that this attempt to make mischief will result in anything but 
failure, and report it merely on the chance of its being repented through other sources. 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[1715] 
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[12937] No. 45. 

Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received April 16.) 

(No. 17. Confidential.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa, March 26, 1910. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 16 of yesterday’s date and the general 
situation, I have the honour to report that, successfully as the movement against the 
Queen has been carried out, and satisfactory as her removal from all interference in the 
Government is, the future is not altogether reassuring. 

It has been decided to cancel all the recent appointments niadc while the Queen 
was in power, with the exception of that of Dejaz Teffari to Harrar, and generally to 
annul most of her acts. Wise as this decision is, it must when put into force, create 
a considerable amount of jealousy among those who have claims upon the vacant posts, 
anil especially amongst those whoso aspirations cannot be satisfied. United for the 
moment by a common danger, the Shonn chiefs are little likely, once the peril is 
removed, to continuo to act together for the general good of the country, and will, ns 
before, continue to be swayed by private interests and animosities, and it will need a 
mail with a strong hand and a clever brain to carry on the government during the 
minority of l.ij Vasu. 

At the present moment the country is held together solely by the power of the 
Emperor’s name. The Queen used the prestige of her position as his wife to gain the 
influence which sho has now lost; the Shonn party derived their chief strength from 
the fact that they were, undoubtedly, striving to enforce what was known to be the 
Emperor's will; while lias Tesamma is indebted still more directly and solely to the 
samo source for his position. 

Once the Emperor is dead this restraining influence will practically disappear, and 
although l.ij Ynsu's chance of retaining the throne will always lie strengthened by the 
fact that he was nominated by Menelek ns his successor, the [legent will have to rely 
entirely upon his own acts and character for the retention of his power. Unfortunately, 
neither the one nor the other have, during the last week, been of such a kind as to 
inspire confidence. Previous to the crisis he had weakly pillowed the Queen to usurp 
all his authority and to reverse all his decisions; and even when supported at a general 
meeting by all the lenders of the victorious Shonn party, he showed such feebleness anti 
vacillation, when questioned by the Queen, as to call forth murmurs of discontent front 
his own sido. 

On the other hand, ho appears to bo intoxicated by the power which the late 
movement has put into his hands, and yesterday, in speaking to the Italian Minister at 
his own house, he broke out into torrents of abuse of the Queen, exaggerating all her 
misdeeds, glorifying his own cleverness in having broken her power, and stating that, 
in future, it would be he alone who would give orders, in such a way that Count Colli, 
who came at once to inform me of his interview, could only describe his impressions 
by saying that he felt hi' was in the presence of “ nil fou dangereux.” 

Even if one allowed much for the effects of reaction after the strain of the past 
weeks, such an exhibition of want of character is not reassuring. 

The Shonn lenders have clearly shown that they do not intend to exchange one form 
of tyranny for another, and when lias Tesamma, early in the week, suggested that, 
now the Queen was set aside, they should take an oath not to rise again against the 
government of l.ij Vasu. they flatly refused, saying that they had takeu oath of fidelity, 
and that it was for him, in the name of l.ij Vasu, to govern them properly ; if ho did 
not do so they would not bind themselves by oath to take no action. 

They evidently, and rightly, intend that all questions of State shall be decided by 
the Council of Ministers presided over by lias Tesamma, but they will never allow to 
the latter the power which he is inclined to attribute to himself. 

It is evident, therefore, that from the start there' will lie. in the new administration, 
a conflict of opinion between the dr facto ruler and the Slioan party, which may 
provc more elnngcrons for the Empire than the old hostility between the same party 
and the Queen. 

The best hope of a successful issue out of this difficulty is to lie founel in the 
character of the Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis, who alone has a position and influence to lie 
compared with Ras Tesamma, while intellectually ho is far above him. Throughout 
the crisis lie has shown great moderation, and, at the same time, absolute firmness, and 
it is quite possible that his influence may suffice to restrain the Regent and prevent 
dissensions. 


His Galla birth must always prevent him replacing Ras Tesamma as Regent, and 
it would lie very difficult to find a suitable man to do so, even if it were possible to 
change, which iB out of the question. 

The next month or two will show more clearly how matters stand, and in the 
meantime every effort will be necessary to persuade Ras Tesamma to adopt a moderate 
policy. 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


113098] 


No. 16. 


Mr. Findlag to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received April 18.) 

(No. 55.) 

Si F| Sophia, April 13, 1910. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that an Abyssinian mission arrived here on the 
9th instant en route for Rerlin, and left on the 12th instant. 

According to information received from one of their compatriots living here, tho 
chief of the mission was the Nagadras Hnilo Giorgis of Adis Ababa, accompanied by 
the Nagndras of Harrar and a suite of half-a-dozen persons. They stated to my 
informant that they were bringing presents to the Emperors of Austria and Germany, 
and proposed to remain two days at Vienna and four days at Berlin. During their 
stay here they paid a visit to the German I-egation and one of the Bulgarian Ministries, 
but made no other calls. 

I presume that you have already received information concerning this mission 
from Constantinople. 

I have, Ac. 

M. DE C. FINDLAY. 


[13889] No. 47. 

Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received April 23.) 

(No. 18.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa, March 31, 1910. 

WITH reference to the question of the Somaliland frontier, I have the honour 
to report that, on learning for certain that Dejaz Teffari was appointed to his father's 
old district, I took steps to arrange for n complete settlement of tho many outstanding 
questions on the border. 

The Abyssinian Government appeared very ready to 011*01 me half-way, and we 
agreed that for the present the best plan would be to re-establish in detail the old 
frontier agreement made lietwcen Major Swayne and Ras Makunan. 

On this 1 wrote to the commissioner at Itcrlicra staling what I had done and 
asking for information on any special points which he might lie desirous of putting 
forward. At the same time I pointed out that the eases for settlement were so 
numerous, after two years of utter disorganisation, that it appeared to mo highly 
desirable that an officer should lie appointed on each side to go thoroughly into tho 
question and asking if he could send someone for this purpose. 

In his reply, General Manning informed me that it was intended in future 
to withdraw all" military posts and all civil administration in the interior. As I 
had been up to now in complete ignorance of this intention of His Majesty’s 
Government. 1 had made every effort to get the Abyssinian Government to 
recognise their responsibility and to restore the old order of affairs. 

The obligations, however, under Major Swaync's agreement with the Harrar 
Government were mutual, and each side agreed to punish all raids committed by 
their tribes and to restore the looted property. 

I am consequently now placed in a very difficult position. Ha ing asked for and 
obtained from the Ethiopian Government satisfactory assurances that order will ho 
restored, looted property returned, and raiding checked in future, I am no longer in a 
position to affirm that we on our side will do likewise. If our tribes mid the 
Abyssinian frontier, as does occasionally happen, I see no way in which I can obtain 
redress, and it is difficult to sec what answer l can give to any request for the punish¬ 
ment of the raiders or for compensation to the raided. It is impossible to expect that 
the Abyssinian frontier tribes can lie prevented from taking the law into their own 
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Bands under these circumstances, and when once they have been allowed to do so they I 
will always find a pretext for continual raiding. 

I have the honour, therefore, to request that I may lie informed what the position 
of those tribes is to be, who, while nominally under our care, arc outside all civil and 
military protection, and that I may he instructed what attitude 1 am to adopt with 
regard to frontier disputes and claims for compensation from one side or the other in 
future. 

Our border tribes are, I believe, in a far worse position to defend themselves from 
attack than are the trilies on this side of the frontier owing to the greater facilities 
the latter have had, during the period of Dejaz Balcha's misrule, of obtaining rifles. 
They will therefore lie powerless to protect themselves cither from the Mullah or the 
Ogailen tribes, and since we cannot in future extend to thorn more than a nominal 
protection, their only choice will be to throw in their lot with one or the other, or 
to submit to being pillaged by both. 

It is impossible to conceal the fact that our prestige in Abyssinia must suffer 
from this decision, especially in the llarrar district, where Dejaz Teffari’s appointment 
would otherwise have increased our influence, and possibly also react to our 
disadvantage on the southern frontier. 

Ill this connection I would ask whether, in the event of the Ethiopian Government 
being unwilling to accept Major Gwynn's line without further concessions than are 
allowed for by fiis demarcation, any compensation could be offered in the direction of 
Somaliland by handing over to them a part of the district which we arc unwilling to 
administer. 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[13890] 


Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received April 23.) 

fNo. 19.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa, April 1, 1910. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 16 and 17 of the 25th and 26th March, I 
have the honour to report that the Quito's power in administrative and political 
questions is now a thing of the past. The question, however, of her position in the 
future is still undecided, as she is attempting through the medium of the priests to 
obtain an oath from the principal members of the Government that when the Emperor 
dies she will be allowed to return ut once to her own country, retaining all her money, 
soldiers, and so forth. To this I believe the Government will definitely refuse to bind 
themselves, as they are convinced that, although she has given way boforo the force of 
circumstances, sho is in no way reconciled to her loss of power, and sho will certainly, 
if given the chance, make mischief in the future. 

The Shonn party aro still deliberating over the position, and investigating her past 
actions, and are inclined to Ireat her appeal to the legations as an act of treason to the 
country. 

I saw Ras Tesanuna Iasi week, and questioned him as to the form of Government 
tho Shoon party would introduce, and especially as to his own position aud the extent 
of the authority which would now be in Iiis hands. 

The Regent told me that it was his intention to revert as fnr as possible to tbo 
order of things as they were when tho Emperor was last capable of personal rule ; that 
tho Ministers would he giveu the powers which Menelik intended, and would form a 
council under tho presidency of tho Fitaurari Ilapta Giorgis, and that their decisions 
would bo brought to him for confirmation. Ho disclaimed all intention of exercising 
arbitrary power himself, aud expressed his views of his responsibility and authority in 
a very moderato way. 

So far as it went, this interview was reassuring, but it must lie remembered that 
Has Tesamma is at the present moment largely controlled by the Slioan chiefs, and it 
remains to be seen, when the most influential of them have returned to their own 
districts, whether his real views to his own position are those which, in a moment of 
reaction perhaps, he expressed to Count Colli, or the more moderate ideas which I 
have reported above. 

The Queen's appointments are being slowly cancelled, and the various provinces 
restored to the men who held them by' the Emperor's nomination, such as Dejaz Demisi 
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to Walega, and Dejaz Balcha to his old province of Sidamo, where liis anti-European 
tendencies will at least be harmless. 

Everything continues quiet, and I hope that by next week matters will have 
resumed their natural course. 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER 


[13889] No. 49. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

gir t Foreign Office, Mag 5,'1910. 

I AM dirocted by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid 
before the Secretary of State for the Colonies, copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s 
Minister at Adis Abala 0 relative to the position of the tribes on the Abyssinian frontier 
as affected by the change of policy of His Majesty's Government with regard to 
Somaliland. 

It is suggested, for the consideration of the Earl of Crewe, that, in order to meet 
the serious difficulties to which Mr. Thesiger calls attention, it might lie advisablo to 
establish a post at llargaisa. or at some other place near the Abyssinian border. 

Such a post would, in Sir E. Grey's opinion, have some obvious advantages, if not 
exposed to the objections which have led to the [Kilicy of withdrawal and if not 
inconsistent with that policy. Sir E. Grey would lie glad to receive any observations 
which laird Crewe may have to offer on tho accompanying despatch and on tho 
suggested establishment of a frontier post. 

I am, Ac. 

W. LANGLEY. 


[15670] 


No. 50. 


Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received Mag 7.) 

g*" 2 ° * Adis Ababa, April 15, 1910. 

’ WITH reference to my despatch No. 18 of the 31st ultimo, I have the honour to 
report that, in answer to my letter informing him what I had done here, His Majesty's 
commissioner, in a despatch dated the 24th March, informs mo that ho considers that 
" the restoration of the old agreement will lie in every way satisfactory," but goes on 
to say that before this letter roaches mo all administration of the interior will liavo 

fids last fact of course annuls tho agreement lietwecn myself and Ras Tesamma, 
as the old agreement referred to above provided for similar action on both sides in all 
difficulties or disputes on the border. 

The Abyssinian Government have proved their good faith with me in this 
connection, and Dejaz Teffari has already sent a strong officer to punish the Iter Ali 
and restore the looted camels tal. n in the raids complained of by Major-General 
Manning, whose telegraphic reque i of the 10th February to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies that strong representation should bo made to me on this point was thus 
complied with before it was received. 

llis Majesty's commissioner in Somaliland apparently fails, however, to sec that 
our own withdrawal of all administration from the interior will in future make it 
impossible for me to insist on the Abyssinian Government punishing such raids and 
restoring looted cattle, as we on our side have confessed our inability to grant to their 
subjects an equal measure of justice. 

Unless we arc prepared to control our tribes, or, failing that, to pay compensation 
for any damages committed by them on Ethiopian territory, I am no longer in a 
position to protest against the Abyssinian Somalis raiding our frontiers, or, as they will 
express it, taking the law into their own hands. To do so would be merely to expose 
our weakness,' both as regards our influence over our own tribes and our power to 
check incursion from outside. 

My choice of action therefore consists either in making futile protests as regards 
• No. 47. 
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future raids or in affecting ignorance that such raids have been made. In reality the 
latter is the only course open to me if our influence in other questions is not to 
be seriously impaired. 

I believe that the action taken by llejaz Tcffari will improve matters on the 
frontier, hut this improvement can he only temporary. As no concealment of our 
withdrawal was possible when I thanked the Fitaurari lately for taking measures for 
the punishment of the raiders from the Her Ali, I also told him that we had 
withdrawn our administration from llargeisa, ami that various changes were being 
made in Somaliland, though I was not yet aware of their lull extent. 

From the district officer in Zcyla I learn, in connection with our postal service, 
that that, post also will probably he abandoned, so that I conclude we shall in future 
hold little more than the district round Berbers. 

From the standpoint of this legation it is impossible to see any reason for the 
evacuation of the country west of a line drawn from Berbers to llargeisa, as I believe 
I ant right in stating that this district has never been even threatened by the Mullah, 
and its evacuntion will be a serious blow to our prestige both here and among the 
tribes on our southern frontier. 

Mr. Gcrolimato telegraphs me the report that the natives intend to ask for 
French protection if we leave them to their fate, and this rumour will certainly be 
utilised here to impress upon the Ethiopian Government a sense of our weakness, 
while the emissaries of the Mullah will certainly spread the news that we have lien 
driven Irack to the sea. 

Til# policy of arming the friendly trilies with rifles for self-defence is, I believe, 
certain to end in failure, and from such information ns 1 can gather here it looks 
os though every one of these rifles is liound to pass into the hands of the Mullah 
either by purchase or by forco within six months of our withdrawal from the 
interior. 

Success such as this is bound to tell to our disadvantage in the Soudan and 
among the Mahommedan tribes on the southern frontier, where, according to the 
latest reports, the Mullah's emissaries have recently been at work, and on additional 
reason is thus provided for insisting on the necessity of dealing ns soon as possible 
with the Mari ban tribes, in onler to prevent the disorder spreading in that 
direction. 

It is with considerable diffidence that I venture to give an opinion on such a 
difficult matter ns the policy to be followed in Somaliland, but I feel it my duty to 
state that the policy of evacuation, ns seen from the ]>oint of view of this legation, 
seems inevitably bound to produce a state of anarchy in Somaliland which will leave 
us eventually no other alternative but to undertake a very costly and difficult 
expedition to pacify the country, or to give up all prctcuco of owning anything 
beyond a restricted area around Borbcrn, leaving it free for annexation by any nation 
which would undertake the responsibility. 

Our present position, by which we claim the country, while refusing to accept any 
administrative responsibility, ap|icars to me untenable, and the only solution would 
seem to bo to renounce all claim to the valueless eastern portion of the country, 
which we have never occupied, aud to restrict the protectorate to a frontier which 
might lx* roughly drawn by a line from some point east of Berliera, through Sheikh, 
Burao, and Ada-Qaila to the Abyssinian frontier. A railway from Berliera to 
llargeisa would enable such a frontier to be easily defended against any advance of 
the Mullah westwards, and would ensure the retention of a proportion of the present 
trade from the Ognden, which could, I believe, be greatly increased, to the protecto¬ 
rate. With regard to the eastern half of Somaliland, I would suggest handing it over 
to Abyssinia. Such a move would in no way prejudice Italian Somaliland, and the 
extension of their kingdom to the sea might Hatter the national vanity of the 
Abyssinians sufficiently to induce them to accept what to a more civilised Power can 
only be an intolerable burden. 

The desire to possess Zcyla has long been implanted in the Abyssinian mind, and 
continual ellorts have been made at this legation to find out if there was not some 
chance of this dream being realised at some future date. So long as the friendship of 
France has any value for us such an idea must remain out of the question ; but if we 
were ever to contemplate abandoning this post entirely, it is, I consider, worth 
remembering that the cession of this port to France would undoubtedly be considered 
here as a most unfriendly act. 

I liave, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 
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[16579] No. 51. 

Signor Martin-franklin to Sir Edward Grey. — [Receil'd May 11.) 

(Translation.) Italian Embassy, London, May S, 1910. 

IN' your note of the 13th .Inuuary, l'JOS, your Excellency informed this embassy 
tliat you had given instructions to Sir .1. Harrington to study proposals for jurisdiction 
over Europeans In Abyssinia which might seem more acceptable than those introduced 
in the Franco-Abyssinian Treaty of Commerce. 

I have the honour to state that the Italian Government desire to know what 
solution the British Government are inclined to adopt in this matter of jurisdiction. 

Incidentally, the Italian Government desire to know whether the English 
commercial agents in Abyssinia are furnished with judicial (" giurisdizionali") 
powers. 

I have, Ac. 

A. MARTIN-FRANKLIN. 


[17796] No. 52. 

Mr. Thniqer to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Ababa. May 10, 1910. 

ABYSSINIA and the situation in Somaliland. 

A strong protest has been made to me by the Abyssinian Government with regard 
to the action of His Majesty’s Government in arming the British Somali trilics. The 
Abyssinian Government consider this constitutes a danger to their interests, and that it 
is contrary to all agreements between Abyssinia ami Great Britain. 

If in the future the Abyssinians should arm the Ognden tribes, it will bo 
imrsissiblc, in view of our action in Somaliland, for His Majesty’s Government or the 
Italian Government to raise any objections. 


[18697] No. 53. 

M. Cambon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 26.) 

I.K Marquis do San Giuliano avant fait connaitre 5 M. Piclion son intention 
d'abaudonner lo projet mis en avant par le Gouvornoment italien d’onvoyer dcs 
instructions identiques mix rcprcseiit.ints a Addis-A baba dos trois Puissances 
signataires do l'accord do I90G, il a etc convcnu quo dcs directions scraiont envoyees 
directement A lour representant par chaciin dcs Gouvornements interesscs. C'cs 
instructions devaient avoir pour but principal de prescriro d'une manicro gcn^rale 
l’cntcntc compline ontre les trois legations, et M. Piclion viont d'adrosscr uno lottre en 
co sens an Ministre dc la Rcpubliquc a Addis-Ababn. 

I.'Ambassadour de Franco serait b ureux de savoir si des dispositions analogues 
ont 6ti adoptees par lo Gouvemement britauniquo. 

Ambarsade de France. Londres, 
le 25 mai, 1910. 


[16579] No. 54. 

Sir Edward Grey to Italian Chargi a A faint. 

Sir, Foreign Office. May 26, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 8th instant 
respecting jurisdiction over the subjects of European Powers in Abyssinia. 

His Majesty's Minister at Adis Ababa was instructed some time ago to report on 
the subject, and expressed the opinion that no change should be made until there had 
been time for the study of the working of the arrangement contained in the Franco- 
Abyssinian Treaty of Commerce. Mr. Thesiger suggested that if this arrangement 
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should prove more successful than the present method of dealing with judicial cases 
His Majesty's Government should adopt it, with such modilications as experience may 
show to bo necessary. 

I have the honour to state that His Majesty's Government concur in Mr. Thesiger’s 
views in regard to this matter. 

I have, Ac. 

E. GREY. 


[18968] No. 55. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 28.) 

Sir, Doming Street, May 27. 1010. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Crewe to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 18tli May, transmitting a copy of a despatch from 11 is Majesty’s Minister at Adis 
Ababa on the subject of the evacuation of British Somaliland, and to state, for the 
information of Secretary Sir E. Grey, that Lord Crewe has no observations to make 
on that despatch except as regards |iamgraphs 8 and 11. 

2. In paragraph Mr. Thesiger states Hint he learns from the district offircr at 
Zciln that that post will probably be abandoned. I am to observe that it is not 
proposed at present to abandon either Zcila or Bulbar. 

3. In paragraph 11 Mr. Thesiger states, with regard to the arming of the friendly 
tribes with rifles, that, from information such as he can gather in Abyssinia, it looks 
as though every one of these rifles is liound to pass into the hands of the Mullah, 
either by purchase or by force, within six months of the withdrawal of the British 
from the interior. On this point I am to observe that the information at the disposal 
of Lord Crewo does not go to show that the rifles will find their wav eventually into 
the hands of the Mullah. 

4. I am to tnkc this opportunity of transmitting to you, lor Sir E. Grey's 
information, a copy of a despatch which has been addressed to the Commissioner of 
Somaliland on the question of establishing a |>ost at llargcisa, or at some place near 
the Abyssinian frontier, referred to in your letter of the 5th May. 

I am, &c. 

G. V. FIDDES. 


Enclosure in No. 55. 

The Earl of Crewe to Commissioner Sir B\ II. Manning. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Downing Street, May 10, 1010. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a letter from 
the Foreign Office, with its enclosure, relating to the position of the tribes on the 
Abyssinian frontier as alTeeted by the change of policy of Ills Majesty's Government 
with regard to Somaliland. 

2. I am of opinion that to establish a post at Hargeisa, or at some place near 
tho Abyssinian frontier, as suggested in this letter, would constitute a reversal of 
the policy which llis Majesty’s Government has adopted, but, before replying to the 
Foreign Office, I should be glad to lie furnished with your observations on the 
proposal. 

I have, &c. 

CRE1VE. 


118976J No. 56. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Receited May 28.) 

Sir, ^ Downing Street, May 27, 1910. 

WITH reference to the last paragraph of your letter of the lltli January. I am 
directed by the Earl of Crewe to request that'you will inform Sccrctarv SirE. Grcv 
that his Lordship proposes to offer Mr. Zaphiro "further employment in the service of 
the East Africa Protectorate, with salary at the rate of 100/. per annum, quarters free 
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of rent (but not of rates or similar outgoings), or an allowance in lieu, and travelling 
allowance on the ordinary scale of a district commissioner. Mr. Zaphiro will not bo 
eligible for pension rights. ...... 

2 These new conditions of service will take effect on the termination of the 
leave of absence granted to Mr. Zaphiro. I am to request that ho may be informed 
of the terms on which further employment is otTered to him. 

I am, &c. 

G. V. FIDDES. 


[18964] No. 57. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Receited May 28.) 

gi Fi Downing Street, May 27, 1910. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Crewe to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 19th May, transmitting a paraphrase of a telegram which has been received from 
His Majesty's Minister at Adis Ababa, reporting that the Abyssinian Government has 
protested strongly against the arming of the British Somaliland tribes by His Majesty's 
Government, and to request that you will inform Secretary Sir E. Grey that Lord 
Crewe cannot agree that the Abyssinian Government has any reasonable ground for its 

Pr< 2 ! llis Lordship has always understood that a considerable portion of the arms 
traffic at Jibuti has been carried on with Abyssinia, and that, although tho arms liavo 
lieen nominally imported into Abyssinia for the use of the Government or that country, 
this hns not lieen so in practice, the arms having been allowed to find their way into 
the hands of irresponsible persons, and in many cases having passed into tho possession 
of persons outside Abyssinia, including the followers of the Mullah. 

3. M’ith regard to the arming of tho tribes in Somaliland, arms are only being 
issued sparingly and with such precautions as are possible lor their safe custody, anil, 
so far as can lie seen at present, there is loss risk of their passing into tho hands of 
unauthorised persons than is tho case with arms in Abyssinia itself. 

I. lord Crewe would suggest that tho Abyssinian Government bo informed in tho 
sense of this letter, and that it should bo intimated to them that it is for them rather 
than for llis Majesty’s Government to restrict the distribution of arms. 

I am, &c. 

G. V. FIDDES. 


[ 19440 ] No. 58. 

Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adi ' Shaba, May 31, 1910. 

SOMALILAND. 

I have bad a further interview with Ras Tasamma, tho Regent, 

A request has now been made by tho Abyssinian Government for a written 
cancellation of the old agreements between them and His Majesty’s Government 
respecting Somaliland, in order that they may be free to act as suits their interests 
best. In their view, the arming of the Somali friendlies is a direct breach of faith, 
and tho withdrawal by llis Majesty's Government of control over the tribes constitutes 
a menace to Abyssinia, since the Abyssinians themselves are convinced that the 
Mullah can now count on the whole of Somaliland joining him. 

Accordingly, the Abvssinian Government consider as cancelled all their obligations 
towards us as regards Somaliland. M'bat they want is cither that the tribes should 
be disarmed, or that they themselves should have a free hand to deal with the 
question, which latter course mcaus that the Abyssinians may possibly invade 
Somaliland. 

I am sending a despatch on the subject, and meanwhile, until I can exchange 
views in writing with llis Majesty's Government, tho Abyssinian Government will 
take no action. 


[1745] 


N 
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[ 19595 ] No. 59. 

Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 2.) 

(No. 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. A dit Ababa , June 1,1910. 

UNLESS His Majesty’s Government take some action with a view to settling 
the 'Outstanding frontier claims on the Somali-Abyssinian border, the Abyssinian* for 
their part will do nothing. Can llis Majesty’s commissioner be instructed to semi a 
Jtritish officer to .Jigjiga to effect a settlement? 

It is most important for the success of our new policy in Somaliland that an 
immediate settlement should be arrived at of all outstanding disputes between 
the tribes. 1 


[ 19923 ] 


No. 00. 


Mr. Theriger to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Receired Jane t.) 

(No. 22. Confidential.) 

Slr ’ T ,, . , , rlois Ababa, 'Ma. It, 1910. 

, r * E Die honour to report that the Abyssinian Government have now 
definitely granted the concession for u cartridge factory combined with a scheme for 
electric lighting nnd the purchase of machine guns. 

Government"**" 10 " “ 8 ”"‘* d ,0 Mr ’ J ' Uum P hrc J' s and is financed by tho 

Strictly speaking, this agreement cannot lie in any wav regarded as a concession, 
and is typical 0 f the disgraceful way in which the Ethiopian Government is exploited 
by unscrupulous persons. 1 

SSi. 1 * "J® na follo,vs : ,ho Government givo to Mr. Humphreys a 
sum of 19,000/., of which 11,000/. is to be expended on the necessary machinery and 
on clectno plant, the remaining 5,000/. to be retained by .Ur. Humphrey for his 
services in ordering the machinery. ’ 1 

This gentleman has further secured for himself n fixed salary as general overseer 
for n term of ten years from the date of the opening of the factory, with the proviso 
that ho cannot bo replaced by anyone else and is answerable solely to the Regent. 

When the factory is once started, ho is to receive 1.0001. for every 1,000,000 
cartridges turned out, out of which sum he has to pay any Euro|ican workmen that 
may De employed, the Government paying all the other expenses; nnd furthermore 
lie retains t he sole right of selling and installing electric light fittings, the Government 
providing the power at rates to lie established by Mr. Humphreys, who, in addition, 
lias secured permission to buy from Has Tcsamma some 3,000 rifles and 600 000 
cartridges at a low rate which he can retail at enormous profit. 

II uo ." CCMi , on Jr 0 " obtained by bribing heavily the Minister or Commerce, 

Uaili Giorgis, and other Ministers concerned, and is little more than a swindle. 

Z'or the 5,000/. and other contingent advantages which lie receives Mr. Humphreys 
gives no adequate return, his share in the work consisting solely in deciding with 
winch firm lie will place the order, nnd his decision will probably be determined by 
the amount of commission which lie can obtain on that side, while the actual 
purchase will bo made by an expert appointed by the Bank of Abyssinia, who have 
lTnon/ a.™ 01 ""' 8 from *•“ Government to honour Mr. Humphreys’ draft for 
14,000/. and to guarantee that proper machinery is acquired, this sum to lie repaid to 
them when the machinery is landed at Jibuti. 

Mr. Humphreys has, 1 believe, only a limited amount of technical knowledge of 
electric machinery, and when the factory is established will have to relv on his 
foreman and European workmen for results ; he will thus again be drawing large 
profits from other meu s work. so 

If the Ethiopian Government bad given the order, as would have beeiv the 
natural course, through the Hank of Abyssinia, they would have saved some t,TO>/. on 
tho original purchase and the greater part of the subsequent profits which will go into 

Mr. Humphreys’pocket for doing nothing. 1 ® 

This is a typical example of the way in which the Government here is exploited 
by a band of unscrupulous concession hunters who work together and are now all- 
P WC re Ul ’ *“»« ““»»» of Mr. Ydlibi, of the Rubber Rdgie; his brotliers-in- 
law, Mr. Baldasarre, Legal Adviser to tho Ethiopian Government, and Mr. Nicholas; 
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Sir. Chefncux, of the old railway company; and Mr. Humphreys, Agent of Ochs 
Brothers. The Minister of Commerce is entirely in their hands and shares the profits 
of their many schemes, and other Ministers are bought as required. 

So long as these men retain their power, nnd it is very difficult to seo how they 
can be overthrown so long as they hold sufficient money to buy the Government 
any honest commercial dealings on a large sealo with this country'will be impossible! 
and European methods must ultimately lie thrown into utter disrepute. 

To remedy matters ap|iears almost hopeless, as the squandering and embezzlement 
of public funds on the part of Abyssinian officials is looked upon ns a matter of no 
moment so long as the fraud is not discovered, and an honest transaction would 
deprive the persons interested of the bribes which are so lavishly expended by these 

The Bank of Abyssinia is in a verj difficult position as the Govornmont does not 
consult thorn on these matters, and if they were to refuse to find the money or to take 
any initiative in opposing such a scheme, of which they cannot approve,'they would 
unite against themselves all the dishonest influence of which I have spoken, with the 
result that they would meet with very serious opposition on every aide, opposition 
which would be strong enough to make their business position extremely difficult, if 
not impossible. 

They liavc, I consider, followed the only course open to them by taking such 
security as was possible to protect their own interests and by making their consent to 
this transaction contingent on the acceptance of the conditions liv tho Board of 
Directors in Cairo. 

It must, however, lie understood that if the bank refuses to accept these terms 
the business will lie carried through without their aid, and their position will ho 
correspondingly weakened. 

With regard to the machine guns, to the value of 5,000/.. nnd tho further sum or 
10 , 000 /. which it is propose! ultimately to expend in electric cables, &c., 1 believe the 
Government have no immediate intention of finding this money. 

I have, Sec. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[ 19595 ] No. 61. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir ' , . Foreign Office, Jane I, 1910. 

MIIII reference to your letter of the 27th ultimo relative to tho question ol 
Abyssinian relations with Somaliland, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grev to 
transmit to you. for the information of the Secretary ol State for the Colonies 
paraphrases of two telegrams from His .Majesty’s Minister at Adis Ababa on tho 
subject* 

M’itb regard to the first telegram. No. 7, I am to suggest that the despatch 
promised by Mr. Thesiger should be awaited. and that a telegram should be sent to 
him to this effect. 

As regards the second telegram. No. *, I am to observe that Sir E. Grev 
understands that the frontier claims referred to are those which have arisen from raid's 
made by Somalis in Abyssinian territory upon the tribes settled in British Somaliland 
Sir h. Grey has no precise knowledge of the exact amount of these claims, which used 
to be settled locally by His Majesty’s commissioner in Somaliland, the British consul 
in llarrar, and the Abyssinian authorities in that district, but it would appear that 
during the term of office of Dejaz Balchn. the late Governor of Hnrrar, no redress 
could Is- secured on liehaif of our tribes, and that the claims of the latter for looted 
camels and other stock and for loss of life have been steadily accumulating 

In these circumstances, the Earl of Crewe will no doubt consider how far it is 
desirable to send a British officer on a temporary mission to Jigjiga in (inter to effect a 
settlement with Dejaz Tagari, the new Governor of llarrar, or his representative. 

I am, &e. 

W. LANGLEY. 


Nos. 5* sad 59. 
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[18697] No. 62. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Thesiger. 

(No. 50.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, Jane 7, 1910. 

AS you arc no doubt aware, on the 8th July last I addressed two notes to the 
French and Italian Ambassadors at this Court, setting forth the terms in which His 
Majesty's Government were prepared to assent to identic instructions being dispatched 
to the representatives of the three Powers at Adis Ababa (sec Abyssinia Confidential 
Print [21565], July 8, 1909, section 2). 

I now transmit to you a copy of a note cerbale from M. Cambon,* explaining that 
the Italian Government have abandoned the idea of sending identic instructions. In 
these circumstances, 1 have to request that you will endeavour, in vour relations with 
the Abyssinian Government anil with your French and Italian colleagues, to maintain 
and make manifest the general principle of a united understanding among the three 
legations on all questions of common interest. 

1 am, &c. 

B. GREY. 


[18697] No. 63. 

Sir Edirard Greg to \f. Cambon. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office, Jane 7, 1910. 

IN reply to your Excellency’s note cerbale of the 25th May last, stating that the 
Italian Government have abandoned their project of sending identic instructions to 
the representatives of the three limitrophe Powers in Abyssinia, I liavo the honour to 
inform your Excellency that I have instructed His Majesty's Minister at Adis Alialia 
to endeavour, in his relations with the Abyssinian Government and with his French 
and Italian colleagues, to maintain and make manifest the general principle of an 
united understanding among the three legations on all questions of common interest. 

I have, &c. 

E. GREY. 


118697] 


No. 04. 

Sir Edirard Greg to Signor Marlin-Franklin. 


Your Excellency. Foreign Office, Jane 7, 1910. 

I HAVE tlio honour to inform your Excellency that I have learnt Irom the 
French Ambassador at this court that "the Italian Government have aliandoncd their 
project of sending identic instructions to the representatives of the three limitrophe 
rowers in Abyssinia. 

I have acquainted His Majesty's Minister at Adis Ababa with this circumstance, 
and I liavo instructed him to endeavour, in his relations with the Abyssinian 
Government nnd with his Italian and French colleagues, to maintain and make 
manifest the general principle of an united understanding among ttic three legations 
on all questions of common interest. 

I have, Ac. 

E. GREY. 


f 20810J 


No. 65. 

Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 


(No, 23.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa, Mag 16, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Ras Tessama asked me to visit him on the 
14th instant in order to discuss the question of Somaliland. 


No. S3. 
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llis Excellency informed me that various reports had reached him regarding this 
question, and that there were two points which he wished to raise: the first was with 
regard to the rumour that we were evacuating Somaliland altogether, in which case 
he desired to put forward the claim of Abyssinia to be our heirs in that country ; and 
the second was as regards our policy of arming the tribes, which he declared was 
contrary to all the agreements made between the Ethiopian Government on the ono 
side and His Majesty's Government, in the person of Sir John Harrington and the 
Somaliland Government, on the other, and was bound to react harmfully on Abyssinia. 

ltas Tessama said that he wished to remind me that in past days the possibility of 
Abyssinia succeeding to Somaliland had often been discussed with Sir John Harrington, 
and tliat, if we now were really intending to evacuate the country altogether, ho 
would ask me to represent to His Majesty’s Government tlio question of Abyssinia’s 
priority of claim. 

I replied that for administrative reasons the Government bail decided to evacuate 
the interior and merely to hold the coasts ports, hut that His Majesty’s Government 
had no intention of giving up the country. His Excellency replied that he was glad 
to hear it, ns he was afraid we might he'making arrangements to hand the country 
over to some foreign Power who would not be so friendly to Abyssinia as Great 
Britain. 

The impression created here by our ovneuntion has been so bad for our prestige, 
being lo iked upon ns occasioned entirely by fear of the Mullah, that I felt justified in 
pointing out to Han Tessama that, with the largest Empire in the world on our hands, 
we could not always bo expected to deal at once with every problem that might arise 
in out-of-the-way corners, nnd reminded him that although wo hail evacuated the 
Soudan for fourteen years, when the time came we bail rcoccupicd it, destroyed 
the Khalifa’s force, nnd raised the country to a pitch of prosperity it had never known 
before. 

With regard to the question, however, of arming the Somalis, I was faced with 
much greater difficulties, as Has Tessama pointed out with jierfect truth that both 
countries hail agreed for many years not to nllow arms to reach tho Somalis ; that we 
had on many occasions reproved them for not exercising a stricter surveillance on the 
arms traffic to Somaliland, nnd that one of the most serious indictments against 
Dejnx Balcha was the very fact that he had facilitated and not suppressed the trade 
| in rifles to the Ogadcn. 

It is impossible to overlook the fact that in this respect wo have, without any 
warning, broken faith with the Ethiopian Government. 

I pointed out to the Regent that ns for tho moment wo were not prepared to deal 
thoroughly with the Mullah, the Somaliland Government considered that the only way 
to safeguard our tribes was to arm them for self-defence against the Mullah, and’ that 
they did not consider that the so armed tribes would be a menace to Abyssinia. 

The Regent seemed for the tiino satisfied, but it was evident tliat tho possibility 
of perhaps securing an extension of territory on that side led him to overlook the more 
serious question of the arming of the tribes. 

Two days later, however, the Fitaurari spoke to me more at length on tho same 
two points, hut dwelt especially on the latter; he said very clearly tliat to arm our 
tribes was to expose the Abyssinian frontier to the danger of raids from a better armed 
people, and also that since we had evacuated the interior there was now nothing to 
prevent the Ogadcn Somalis from quitting Abyssinia en masse to settlo on our side, 
where there was no taxation anil every possibility of being able to buy rifles. 

I reassured him to the best of my power, stating that General Manning had 
informed me that the action of tho tribes would still ho controlled from Berbers, and 
that if our policy should turn out to be harmful to Abyssinia we could discuss the 
matter again. 

I cannot, however, but feel that as regards the Abyssinian bonier wo are leaning 
on a broken reed. Raiding has been for generations the business and pastime of 
these tribes, and as the subsidies which we are to ]>ay to the two Sultans or the 
western tribes will only profit a few of the bigger chiefs, it will not, I am afraid, bo 
much restraint on the lesser men, and one raid on either side will lead to reprisals 
which will necessitate further vengeance, and so on, on an increasing scale. 

Further, with regard to the'traffic in arms, it will in future, ns the Italian 
Minister pointed out to me, be impossible for us to hope to check the salo of arms to 
the Ogaden. ns the Abyssinians will point to our example, nnd declare that they are 
merely allowing the passage of a sufficiency of arms to'enable their tribes to defend 
themselves against the Mullah or against our Somalis. 









60 


Even though this may really he against the heat interests of Abyssinia, the 
increase of rifles among these tribes non, whether openly or by contraband, is a fact 
which we must reckon with, and we arc also faced with the further danger of an 
increased exodus of Somalis from Abyssinia to our territory. 

Should these tribes cross the bonier to escape Abyssinian taxation, as seems only 
too probable, they will lie more inclined to unite themselves to the Mullah, lured by 
the prosed of loot, than to join with our tribes, whose capacity to defend themselves 
from Dervish raids has yet to lie proved. 

The inducement for them to do so is great, and the loss of revenue to the 
Ethiopian Government will be serious. 

Uur position here is decidedly weakened by our Somaliland policy, and must, 
unless wc can como to somo agreement with Abyssinia such as that suggested in my 
despatch No. 20 of the llith April, make it more difficult to deal with the Ethiopian 
Government successfully. 

This is the more to lie regretted, as wc had to a large extent secured the confidence 
of the Government by our attitude on the Queen's question, and I had hoped to 
utilize our favour to open the question of the southern frontier next week. 

With regard to the February raids by the Iter Ali on our tribes, and the 
restoration of looted camels which, ns reported in my despatch No. 20 of the llith 
April, had been promised, 1 shall, 1 fear, lie obliged to begin negotiations over again, 
as 1 bear that, in consequence of our changed policy, Ganiamateh Zallalo, who was 
specially sent from here for the purpose, has not proceeded further than Harrar, where 
he has probably received orders to wait for further instructions. 

It is most important that restoration should be made in these cases, ns otherwise 
our tribes will start under the new conditions with a justifiable grievance which will 
certainly precipitate matters. 

1 have, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[ 20811 ] N»- GO- 

Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Greg.—(Ileceired June 11.) 

(No. 84 Confidential.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa. Mag 18,1010. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 22 of the 14th instant regarding the 
concession for a cartridge factory, there is one point which is likely to lead to 
difficulties. 

Although the Government have arranged with Mr. Humphreys for the purchase 
of the necessary machinery and the installation of the factory for making cartridges, 
they appear to have made no provision as yet for the supply of powder. 

There is no intention of manufacturing it here, and they intend to rely on 
purchase from outside. 

In a conversation with Mr. Humphreys, Count Colli tells me tliat he asked him 
if any arrangement had liecn made with the French Legation to allow tire passage of 
explosives over their line. Mr. Humphreys was evidently taken aback by this 
question, and was forced to confess that they had not, but added that if difficulties 
should arise 11 Thesiger would have to deal with them." 

This is, I consider, altogether out of the question. The cartridge factory is, as 
I have aleaily explained, in no way an English concession, but solely and entirely an 
ulfair of the Ethiopian Government, who have given Mr. Humphreys a commission 
to purchase the machinery and to act as manager for them once it is installed. 

He is thus only a paid servant of the Government, and cannot appeal to this 
legation for help should any difficulties arise over the main business, which is entirely 
an Abyssinian concern. 

It is I expect a matter of more or less indifference to him, once lie has secured 
his commission for the machinery, what difficulties may arise, and, consequently, if he 
calls at the Foreign Office, as he intends to do, it should, I venture to consider, be 
clearly pointed out to him that should difficulties arise with regard to the supply of 
powder, that this legation cannot take the matter up. 

That difficulties will come is, I think, certain, ns Mr. Humphreys, M. Baldassare, 
aud M. Chefncux have all dono their best to oppose the French Legation over the 
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railwav concession, and M. Brice will not throw away such a chance of repaying them, 
the more so as it will givo him a fresh instrument with which to force the Abyssmians 
to give way on this question. 

I intend to represent this fully to the Bank of Abyssinia, who, as guarantees or 
the machinery, are largely interested, in order that they may provide for their own 
interests in the event of difficulties arising which might givo the Government an 
excuse to delay payment. 

I have, Sus. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


Sir Edward Greg to Mr. Thesiger. 

Sir°* Foreign Office, June 14, 1010. 

I IIAVF. had under my consideration your telegram of the 16th ultimo, reporting 
that the Abyssinian Government have protested strongly against the arming of the 
British .Somaliland trilies by His Majesty's Government. 

1 request Hint you will inform the Abyssinian Government that His Majesty s 
Government have always understood that a considerable portion of the arms traffic at 
Jibuti has been carried on with Abyssinia, and Hint, although the arms have been 
nominally imported into Abyssinia for the use of the Abyssinian Government, this lias 
not been "so in practice, the arms having been allowed to find their way into the bands 
of irresponsible persons, and in many eases having passed into the possession of 
is-rsons outside Abvssinia, including the followers of the Mullah. , 

You should point out that with regard to the arming of the tribes iu Somaliland, 
arms are onlv being issued sparinglv anil with such precautions as are possible for their 
safe custody! and, so far as can be seen at present, there is less risk of their passing 
into the hands of unauthorised persons than is the case with arms in Abyssinia itself. 

am ’ E. GREY. 


Sir Edward Greg to Mr. Thesiger. 

Sir 0 ' ^ ^ Foreign Office. June 10, 1910. 

’ WITH reference to your despatch No. 21 of the 28th April last relative to the 
situation in Somaliland," I enclose herewith copies of two telegrams from Sir \Y. 
Manning,* from which you will observe that the course of events appears to bo 
favourable to the British friendlies, and that so far they are showing themselves 
callable of holding their own against the Mullnli with the arms, &c., provided by His 
Majesty's Government. 

J ' I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Ileceired June 20.) 

Sir. Downing Street, June 17,1910. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Crewe to acknowledge the receipt of your letter ol 
the 4th June, forwarding copies of two telegrams from Ilis Majesty’s Minister at 
Adis Ababa on the subject of Abyssinian relations with Somaliland. 

2. With regard to the first o'f the two telegrams, I/>rd Crewe concurs in Secretary 
Sir E. Grey's suggestion that the despatch promised by Mr. Thesiger should bo 
awaited, and that a telegram should be sent to him to this effect. 

3. As regards the second telegram, Lord Crewe will consult the Commissioner of 
Somaliland as to the desirability of sending a British officer on a temporary mission to 
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Jigjiga with a view to settling the outstanding frontier claims on the Somali. 
Abyssinian border, and on the receipt of a reply from the commissioner a further 
communication will be addressed to you. 

4. I am to add that, in his Lordship’s opinion, there is nothing in recent events to 
show that the withdrawal of British administration from the interior of Somaliland is 
likely to constitute a menace to Abyssinia, and that, so far as the information in his 
Lordship's possession goes, there appears at the present time little likelihood of the 
Mullah gaining fresh adherents from the friendly trilies. 

I am, Ac. 

G. V. FIDDES. 


[22990] • No. 70. 

,1/r. Thesiger to Sir Edicard Greg.—(Received June 27.) 

(No. 27.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa, June 1, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to report that two days ago I had another interview with 
ItnsTcssama in order to come to an understanding on the Somaliland frontier question 
with regard to the restoration of the camels looted from our tribes in February and the 
general settlement of outstanding claims, ns the Abyssinian Government, naturally 
considering that our changed policy had released them from the promises made to me 
on the lines of the Swoyne agreement, made when I was unaware of the altered 
condition of affairs, bad ordered Ganiasmatch /.aHalo not to proceed beyond Hnrror. 

Has Tessama. who bad called in Has Abatn, Xagadras Igazu, and Ilejaz Lul Scged 
to advise him, at once made it apparent that this question would have to be faced 
from an entirely new standpoint, and that the Abyssinian Government considered 
themselves nbw’entirely freed from all their old treaty obligations with regard to 
Somaliland. 

Both the Itegent and ltas Abatn dwelt very strongly on tho danger to Abyssinia 
of having armed tribes, subject to no control, on their frontier, and pointed out that 
these tribes were allied by blood to the Ognden Somalia, whose subjection had always 
been a source of difficulty to Abyssinia, and who were now likely to prove far less 
tractable. 

In former days when border disputes were to be settled it bad been possible to 
send down an Abyssinian officer with a small escort, but that now they would lie 
obliged to send a larger force, which would inevitably lead to increased friction 
between Abyssininns and Somalis. It was, he added, also useless for them to send 
down an Abyssinian officer unless on our side wo scut a British officer, as wo had 
always done formerly, to confer with him, as our Somalis would certainly not 
recognise his authority or consent to come into his camp. 

If we were determined to give up the direct control over our tribes lie eouhl see 
no hope of peace on the bonier, as the Somalis recognised no argument but force, and 
would certainly not be bound by any promises we might exact from them, especially 
now that wo had supplied them with arms, contrary to all our agreements. 

lie therefore asked that His Majesty's Government should either disarm the 
tribes or should notify him in writing that they withdrew from their old agreements, 
so that the Ethiopian Government might feel themselves free to take what measun-s 
they thought proper to safeguard their own interests: what these measures would lie 
he declined to state until lie knew definitely that we had determined not to be bound 
any longer by our agreement with them not to arm the Bomalis. 

I had already explained to the ltas that for political reasons we had decided for a 
time to limit our administration to the coast-line until we were free to deal thoroughly 
with tho whole question ; that we hail no intention of evacuating or of giving up our 
claim to the country, and that as we could not leave our trilics at the mercy of the 
Mullah we had armed them for self-defence. 

I told him further that the Somaliland Government were satisfied that the arms 
would not be used against the Abyssinians, and had exacted promises from tho 
Western tribes to that effect j they could, moreover, be controlled by the withholding 
of the subsidies paid to them. 

I also pointed out that the Western tribes were weaker than the Abyssinians and 
would not be likely to provoke them wantonly or to attack them directly, in proof of 
which I reminded "him that they had held their arms for two months now, and that 
so far ho could bring no complaint against them. I then urged the necessity of 
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starting with a clean slate so that our new policy might be fairly tested, and asked 
him to let Zallalo carry out his mission as was formerly decided. 

To this lie finally agreed, on condition that Sir W. Manning would send a British 
officer to assist in dealing with complaints against our trilics. 

As Sir W. Manning bad already informed me that, owing to tho evacuation, it was 
impossible for him to send an officer to Ilargeiaa, I suggested to Rus Tessama that, if 
we could send an officer, Jigjiga, which could lie reached vifl Jibuti and llarrar, 
might lie a more convenient place to hear these cases. To this also they consented. 

° 1 am writing to Sir W. Manning to ask him to try and make the necessary 
arrangements, pointing out the absolute necessity of such action if our new policy 
is to have any chance of success on this side. 

With regard to tho general situation, I explained to the Itegent that the ai ming 
of the Eastern tribes would enable them to act as a buffer lietwccn the Mullah and 
Abvssinia, which bad already suffered from Dervish raids, and that therefore their 
position would bo improved "rather than made worse. I must confess, however, that 
all these arguments made but a small impression. The Abyssininns are evidently sore 
at living treated ns n guanlite' negligible in this question, angry at our breach of faith 
with them, and disappointed that our evacuation is not a total one which would give 
them hopes of an extension of territory on that side, and Has Tessama clearly 
expressed his disbelief that the results of our policy could be anything but harmful 
to Abyssinia, as he was convinced that, sooner or later, our Somalis must unite with 
the Mullah and lie a most dangerous element in the jsolitics of the future. In this 
connection, it must be remembered that the Abyssinians linvc always stood in fear of 
a Maliommcdan revolt in the llarrar district, and if our Somalis were to join the 
Mullah en masse, there is no doubt that the Ogaden Somalis would follow suit mid 
llarrar itself would lie endangered. 

It is very evident that with the Abyssininns in this frame of mind the future 
cannot la- regarded altogether w ithout anxiety. They are, 1 think, certainly clinging 
to the idea that the present occasion offers them a possiblo opportunity of securing an 
extension of territory which might ultimately give them a sca-board, and to gain that 
end llicv would lie prepared, ns they have stated very clearly, to expend any amount of 
blood and money. At the same time they want our friendship, and will not, I 
consider, onenlv defy our authority to gain this end. 

Their di-s!re to have it in writing that tho old agreements between us in 
connection with Somaliland an' at an end is, however, in my opiniou, a suspicious 
symptom, and places us in a difficult position, ns wo can scarcely insist that these 
agreements still hold good when we have violated the most important point so far as 
they arc concerned, and yet, if we recognise that they are no longer valid, the 
Abyssinians will naturally consider that they have a free hand to act as suits them 
best. It is evident that they are anxious to have a definite acknowledgment from us 
of their right to do so, as they could then plead that any aggressive action which they 
might take was forced upon them by our repudiation of our treaties with them, and 
bvour refusal to be responsible for the control of our own tribes. Such n position would 
lie impossible, as frontier politics could be so manipulated as to provoke our tribes 
into living tho aggressors, and the Abyssinians would willingly retort by organising 
retaliatory raids, which would fall little short of regular invasion. 

For the moment I have gained the two months’ delay which will bo necessary to 
receive a reply to this despat a, and in the meantime I trust the arrival of a British 
officer at Jigjiga to settle all outstanding disputes on the frontier, and the recognition 
of his authority- to do so by the Western tribes will prove to tho Abyssinian 
Government that we still exercise control over these tribes, and can ensure reparation 
for any raids they may make on Abyssinian territory. 

This would at once relieve the present tension, and deprive the Abyssinians of all 
excuse to take the law into their own bauds. 

If, however, at any time our trilics, believing that we had no longer the [lower to 
comnel them to make compensation for their misdeeds, should refuse to do so, wo 
should have no other alternative but to rcoccupy Hargeisa in force or to allow tile 
Abyssinians to exact their own compensation. 

’ With regard, however, to the larger question of the arming of tho trilics in 
general, I can see no other course open to us but to acknowledge that it was contrary 
to our agreement with Abyssinia, pleading, however, political necessity as an excuse, 
and to make it clear to them that wo have in no wise abandoned our claim to the 
country, and cannot, therefore, allow them to encroach upon our territory, pointing 
out that if our trilics commit any hostile acts against them the usual course of 
[1745] I’ 
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appealing through the legation to IILs Majesty’s Government is still open to them, 
and that we expect this course of procedure 10 be followed. 

in this way time will he gained, and wo shall know whether our latest |>oliey in 
Somaliland is to Iks suceessful or not. 

If it is, and we can show tliat Abyssinia has in no way suHered, we shall to a 
certain extent have been justified; while in the contrary event, we shall in any case 
be obliged to arrange for n new course of action, and can then decide how Abyssinia 
can he satisfied. 

lias Tessama will, however, expect an answer to his request for a written 
statement of our intention to abandon our old frontier agreements, and it will be 
necessary to give him a definite explanation of our views as to the relations of the 
two countries as regards the changed circumstances on the border, and I would ask 
that I mny Ire instructed what line I should follow. 

Although throughout the discussions on this question the manner of the Ilegent 
and other officials has been perfectly friendly to me personally, there is no concealing 
the fact that my position politically has lieen very much weakened, and that the 
present strain must tell against us in all other negotiations. 

For this reason, it is perhaps ns well that the illness of the Fitaumri Hapta 
Giorgis has necessitated the postponement of any discussion of the Southern frontier 
question. 

1 am also convinced that the Ahyssinians will now attempt to make some 
territorial concession on the Somali side the price of their acceptance of 
Major Gwynne’s line. 

I have, &c. 

WILFREl) G. THESIGER. 


[20810] No. 71. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir. Foreign Office, June 28. 1010. 

" ITU reference to your letter of the 9th instant, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at Adis Ababa 
relative to the position of Abyssinia in regard to the present policy of His -Majesty's 
Government in Somaliland.* 

I am to state that, in Sir E. Grey's opinion, the question of the arming of llritish 
friendlies has already been sufficiently dealt with in the reply to Mr. Thesiger's 
telegram of the 10th May last, a copy of which was forwarded to you in my letter 
of the tltli June, and Sir E. Grey proposes, if the Earl of Crewe concurs, to await 
the receipt of the despatch premised in Mr. Thesiger's telegram No. 7 (sec my letter 
of the 4th instant) before dealing any further with the matter. 

I am, Ac. 

W. LANGLEY. 
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